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HRH the Princess Royal with Sue Booys, 
rector of Dorchester Abbey 
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Top people read the DOOR! 



Synod to debate best way 
forward on women bishops 



WHEN HRH the Princess Royal 
paid an informal visit to 
Dorchester Abbey recently she, of 
course, picked up her very own 
copy of the DOOR before she left! 

Guided by retired Dorchester 
team rector the Revd Canon John 
Crowe, and the Lord Lieutenant of 
Oxfordshire Mr Hugo Brunner, 
Princess Anne toured the Abbey to 
view progress on the extensive 
restoration and refurbishment 



work of the last five years. 

She met John Metcalfe who gave 
‘a year of his time’ to manage the 
projects - five years ago, and those 
who designed and worked on proj- 
ects such as the innovative Cloister 
Gallery Exhibition. 

The final stages of the Abbey 
Campaign, which include a new 
kitchen and servery and restora- 
tion of the pipe organ, are hoped 
to be finished by September 2006. 



AS General Synod debates proposals 
this month that would pave the way 
for the ordination of women bishops, 
our own Archdeacon of 
Buckinghamshire, the Ven. Sheila 
Watson, tells the DOOR that, though 
progress may be slow, she is confident 
agreement can be reached. 

Frank discussion is expected on the 
‘Guildford Group’ report which has 
looked at ways of permitting women 
to become bishops while ‘preserving 
the maximum amount of unity within 
the church’. 

Transferred Episcopal 

Arrangements (TEA) is favoured by 
the group, whereby parishes opposed 
to women priests and women bishops 
could opt for Episcopal ministry by a 
‘Provincial Regional Bishop’ (PRB). 

The PRB would carry out elements 
of pastoral care, sacramental and dis- 
ciplinary matters and act on behalf of 
the diocesan bishop in matters of 
patronage, appointments and ordi- 
nands. In other respects parishes 
would still be subject to usual dioce- 
san structures and procedures and 
would remain part of the geographi- 
cal diocese. 

TEA, says the report ‘is an honest 
acknowledgement of our [the 
church’s] frailty and division in this 
hugely significant area of our life. We 
believe TEA is the most inclusive and 
realistic way forward.’ 

Divisions have, indeed, run deep. 
More than 1,000 traditionalist 
parishes, out of a total 13,000 parish- 
es have passed resolutions banning 
the appointment of a woman vicar. 



bv Sally Jarman 

But Sheila says: ‘My own sense now 
is that, actually, there are a lot of peo- 
ple who feel it is time to address the 
issue and be inclusive. It is a new 
Synod that will debate the report this 
month, so there could be surprises, 
but we have come a long way since it 
was agreed to ordain women as 
priests in 1992.’ 

Today women make up 16 per cent 
of full-time clergy in the Church of 
England. 

The Diocese of Oxford is among 
those welcoming of women with cur- 
rently 258 ordained female priests 
and deacons. 

Sheila is still one of only a handful 

X I think women can bring sig- 
nificant qualities to ordained 
ministry, whether as a parish 
priest, archdeacon, or even as 
a bishop/ 

of female archdeacons in the country. 

She says it is a sign of a changing 
culture that women now considering 
ordained ministry have a growing 
number of role models to prove it is 
possible to do it successfully: 

‘When I felt called to ministry in 
1979 there just weren’t any female 
ordained clergy. Initially I just didn’t 
have that option.* 

But she says feedback from parish- 
ioners to her as a woman priest, and 
now archdeacon, has rarely been hos- 
tile with more interest, curiosity and 
willingness to ‘see how it goes’. 



She remembers receiving ‘pleasantly 
surprised thanks’ from members of a 
congregation after a funeral she con- 
ducted soon after ordination of 
women: ‘It just took them by surprise. 
It hadn’t occurred to them that the 
vicar would be a woman!’ 

Whatever their views Sheila says 
fellow clergy, too, have generally been 
able to set aside differences and work 
to achieve what needs to be done. 

‘I imagine it’s no different to a busi- 
ness woman’s experience in the 
boardroom.’ She says; ‘There is the 
fact that you are very much in a 
minority, and a feeling that you need 
to prove yourself. But if you do the 
job well, generally you are accepted.’ 

So, what would women bring to the 
role of bishop? 

Sheila says : ‘I think women can 
bring significant qualities to ordained 
ministry, whether as a parish priest, 
archdeacon, or even as a bishop. 

‘They are generally more naturally 
collaborative and have a sensitivity 
(though by no means exclusively) in 
pastoral matters. 

‘But what it really boils down to is 
that having male and female clergy at 
whatever level in the Church of 
England gives a sense of wholeness to 
ministry and to debate that cannot 
happen with just one sex. It is a more 
rounded picture and I think that must 
be beneficial.’ 

If Synod can reach agreement over 
the compromise proposals the 
Guildford Group report suggests that 
the first woman bishop could be con- 
secrated as early as 2012. 




Diane Louise 
Keyctange puron 



Gift Aid - Donations made under the Gift Aid scheme mean we can daim 
back 28p from Government for every pound you donate. To enable us to 
do this, please fill in your name and address details below and tick the box. 

GIFT AID DECLARATION 

I, having given my name and address below, require Keychange Charity to 
treat this and all future donations as Gift Aid donations. I confirm that I am 
a resident UK taxpayer. Gift Aid 

I enclose my gift of £ 

Please send me details about donating regularly by standing order 

Full name 

Address 



Post Code 

Signature Date 

Reg. Charity No: 1061344 



Homelessness Sunday may be over 
but the problem doesn’t go away... 



keychangeTcharity 



All year tong, Keychange Charity cares for girts and women who 
have nowhere else to go. 

We provide a room of their own in a home free from alcohol, 
drugs and violence in a welcoming, affirming and most 
importantly, a Christian environment. 

lo find out more or to make a donation please visit our website: 
www.keychange.org.uk 

It is especially helpful if you can give regularly by direct debit, 
but any donation, however small, is very gratefully received. 
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Helping children 
to grow in faith 

IF you haven’t already regis- 
tered ‘To Walk with a Child’ 
on Saturday 11 March, do it 
today! This exciting event 
takes place at Marlborough 
School, Woodstock. 

Organised by the Oxford 
Diocese it is a fantastic 
opportunity to begin, or re- 
vitalise ways of helping chil- 
dren grow in faith. 

Download a registration 
form from the diocesan web- 
site, or call Valerie Hooley 
on 01865 208257, valerie.hoo- 
ley@oxford.anglican.org 

Once registered you will 
receive a brochure with 
details of seminars and 
workshops on: Children in 
the Church; children in wor- 
ship and; developing Church 
and school links. 

Be sure to fill in the book- 
ing form selecting work- 
shops you wish to attend and 
return it to Jenny Hyson, 
Diocesan Church House, 
North Hinksey Lane, 
Oxford, 0X2 ONB. 




Fire causes £1 m damage to historic 
church at Winkfield and Cranbourne 



FIRE has ravaged the ancient church of St Peter, Cranbourne, 
destroying, among other things, an historic Henry Willis organ - 
one of the first organs with a pedal keyboard. 

A spokesman for the church’s insurers says that damage is 
estimated at £im. Since the incident, say the insurers, five youths 
have been arrested in connection with the fire and bailed to 
appear before the courts this month. 

St Peter’s was designed in 1849 by Benjamin Ferrey and fea- 
tures in Pevsner’s The Buildings of England ‘Berkshire’ volume. 



Who knows you are 
a Fair Trade parish? 

MORE Fair Trade parishes are 
needed if the Diocese of 
Oxford is to become a Fair 
Trade Diocese. 

Maranda St John Nicolle of 
Christian Concern for One 
World, says: ‘A total of 480 
pledges are needed by the end 
of January if we are to meet 
our target. 

‘Some parishes have already 
made a commitment to fair 
trade but haven’t told us. 
Others think we know but we 
don’t!’ 

She urges all PCCs who think 
they are registered to check the 
current list of Fair Trade parish- 
es on the diocesan website 
www.oxford.anglican.org 

If your parish isn’t listed 
and you need a pledge form, 
or if you would like to know 
more about becoming a Fair 
Trade parish and diocese, log 
on to the website or call 
Maranda on 01865 378059. 



Cathedral welcomes Via Dolorosa exhibition 



Gift aid revolution 

CHURCHES could boost 
income from collections and 
donations by telling parish- 
ioners about Gift Aid charity 
vouchers from the Charities 
Aid Foundation. 

The face value of each 
voucher includes tax already 
claimed, making it easy for 
people to make tax-efficient 
donations, and easing the 
administrative burden on 
PCCs of recovering the tax. 

£100 buys a book of 20 
vouchers worth £122.40. 

For information call 01732 
520050 or email: charityac- 
counts@cafonline.org 



DON’T miss the chance to experience the 
unique ‘Via Dolorosa’ exhibition at Christ 
Church Cathedral until Easter. 

This multi-media interpretation of the 
Stations of the Cross by artists of different 
faiths accompanies an exhibition showing 
simultaneously in the Ashmolean Museum 
called ‘Pilgrimage - the sacred Journey’ which 
explores the role of pilgrimage in Islam, 
Christianity and the religions of India. 

Via Dolorosa originated at St Mary’s Church 
in Slough, with an idea that the small ‘station’ 
plaques around the walls of some churches, 
where people stop to pray, might also take the 
form of a series of video monitors. 

Artists of different faiths were invited to 
respond to the stages along Jesus’ path to the 
cross, and to create a video interpretation. 

Visitors to the Cathedral are invited to move 



from monitor to monitor, watching the videos 
and spending time in reflection and prayer. 

The Cathedral will make use of the monitors 
for its Lent course entitled ‘The Heart in 
Pilgrimage’ in the Priory room on Thursday 
evenings at 7pm, starting on 2 March. The first 
three speakers will be Dom Henry Wansbrough 
OSB, Rabbi Jonathon Gorsky of the Council of 
Christians and Jews, and Monawar Hussain, 
the Muslim tutor at Eton College. All are wel- 
come and, for those who wish, each evening 
will conclude with three of the Via Dolorosa 
stations. 

If you live in the diocese you can obtain free 
entry to the Cathedral with a special card avail- 
able from your local church. 

For details about some of the Lent study 
packs for churches this year see page 14. 
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Bells ring out for 125th anniversary 

This year heralds the 125** 1 anniversary of the founding of the 
Oxford Diocesan Guild of Church Bell Ringers. Most of the 
Diocesan Associations and Guilds will be celebrating over the next 
few years as they were born directly from the Oxford Movement. 

Bobbie May, PR officer for the Guild, says: 'The fervour of the 
Movement brought about the demise of the church orchestras and 
barrel organs of Thomas Hardy's times, along with the 'Quires'. 
Old bands of singers were replaced with robed choirs and new 
organs led the singing. 

'They then turned to the ringing chamber. Ringing had become 
secularized and ringers were hostile to change. They continued to 
set themselves apart, brewing-up in the belfry and locking them- 
selves in, ringing at any time of day or night. In one case they tied 
up the bells and locked the vicar out of his own tower' 

Through the endeavours of people such as the Revd F E 
Robinson of Drayton, the first Master of the Oxford Guild, the 
ringers were slowly won over. This anniversary year will see cele- 
bratory ringing throughout the diocese, with a festival service in 
July at Christ Church Cathedral, Oxford. 



* Online learning for OLM ordinands 

Ordained Local Ministry ordinands in the Oxford Diocese now 
have the option of online tutorials as well as face-to-face. 
Principal of the Diocesan OLM Scheme, the Revd Beren Hartless, 
told the DOOR: 'Along with lay people from all over the diocese 
who are registered on Diocesan Rolling Programme and MA 
courses, the OLMs are now regularly accessing our online course 
material and discussion forums.' 

To help them use the virtual learning environment first and sec- 
ond year ordinands recently attended a training course set up by 
the Diocesan Training and Portfolio Team. 

Communications director suspended 

The Revd Richard Thomas, Director of Communications for the 
diocese, has recently appeared in court. The diocese has issued the 
following statement: 

'We were saddened to hear that the Revd Richard Thomas has 
been charged with downloading indecent material from the inter- 
net on his home computer in Abingdon. Richard has been 
employed by the diocese as Director of Communications since 
1988 and has worked with care and skill on behalf of the Church. 
Richard has been unwell for some time and was signed off work 
between the end of June and December. He has undertaken coun- 
selling and we are continuing to provide him with pastoral support. 
He is currently suspended from work. The case has been adjourned 
until February. 



Sight impaired people can now get a free audio version of The 
DOOR by contacting Graham Winterbourne on 01884 840285. 




St Luke’s Hospital is an independent, acute surgical hospital that 
provides free medical care for all Anglican clergy and their families. 



And for that we depend entirely on donations. Every pound we get is 
vital to our work. 

You can make a donation either through your church or directly to St. 
Luke’s by mail, telephone or online at www.stlukeshospital.org.uk 

OUR MISSION IS TO CARE FOR THOSE 
WHO CARE FOR OTHERS 

St Luke’s Hospital for the Clergy, 14 Fitzroy Square, London WIT 6AH 

Tel: 0207 388 4954 Fax 0207 383 4812 email: stlukeshospital.org.uk ST.LUKTS 

Registered charity no. 209236 HOWfiAL 
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Facing the rural challenge 

Nearly 80 per cent of today's rural population in England classify themselves as Christian. Yet many 
rural churches are buckling under rising costs, conflicting expectations and needs of a changing wider 
community with ever fewer people to shoulder the load. A Church Army report declares rural church- 
es 'down but not out' and desperately in need of a more creative approach to mission if they are to 
have a positive future. Rural Officer for the diocese of Oxford, the Revd Canon Glyn Evans explains 
what is being done to support and reshape our rural churches for the future. 



‘A distinct rural policy is needed. Some of the 
rules and decisions coming from the centre are 
not appropriate in the rural context,’ one rural 
incumbent told me recently. There is no doubt 
that our rural churches are facing greater chal- 
lenges than at any time in history as the wider 
rural context changes. 

A flood of incomers to rural communities 
and an ageing profile of rural residents, are 
changing the demographics, energies and 
needs. Local employment patterns are chang- 
ing along with perceptions of what the coun- 
tryside is for. 

In the church itself much is talked about 
declining numbers of worshippers, but costs 
and work involved in maintaining often 
ancient church buildings and sustaining out- 
reach continue to escalate, placing an increas- 
ing burden on fewer shoulders. Against this the 
changing deployment pattern of stipendiary 
clergy is stretching the parochial system as 
benefices cover larger areas with an increasing 
number of church buildings coming under a 
single incumbent. 

My contact with rural clergy tells me that 
they are feeling the stress of this system, and of 
a wider church only just waking to the realities 
of a changing rural scene. At a meeting in 
December I listened to their need for support. 

They told of ‘hate mail’ from parishioners 
who didn’t agree with liturgical changes, or 
perceived a failure in pastoral outreach. But I 
also heard a strong desire to find new ways of 
reaching out to their changing communities in 
a relevant way. 

In the new C of E resource for rural church- 
es ‘Seeds in Holy Ground’ Michael Langrish, 
Bishop of Exeter and Chairman of the Church 
of England’s Rural Affairs Committee rightly 



says: ‘A network of [parish] churches relates to 
every inch of a nation’s life. It speaks of God 
who, in Christ, commits himself to specific 
local communities and contexts, and who, 
through Christ, draws people into a new com- 
munity of fellowship with him.’ 

The rural church is especially a contextual 
church, developing patterns of work and out- 
reach which establish and build community, 
addressing the needs of those who are socially 
excluded and responding to initiatives which 
address local issues. 

‘Churches are taking the lead in 
re-connecting people to their rural 
environment and bringing people 
together in God’s love with special 
community occasions such as 
agricultural festivals.’ 

So what is being done to help? 

The New Zealand church, facing a financial 
and deployment crisis in rural ministry, has 
employed radical solutions including robust 
ecumenical co-operation, strong collaborative 
‘Total Ministry Teams’, new forms of ordained 
ministry and Interim Ministers who work with 
parishes during an interregnum to uncover 
new patterns for development. Along with 
Church Army examples of rural church plant- 
ing, this may seem just too much for our his- 
torically conservative rural church. 

But, you need only look around the diocese 
to see that, already, our rural churches are ris- 
ing to the challenge. Ministry teams are being 
developed, new patterns of ordained ministry 
are emerging and there is increasing partner- 



Rural parishes take action 



THE Rolling Rev (aka curate 
Simon Lockett pictured above 
right) and other members of 
the ministry team in the Ray 
Valley Benefice take to the 
road in a battered old camper 
van between Easter and 
October, parking up in their 
eight small rural parishes with 
a welcoming pot of tea and 
an open offer of a chat and/or 
a prayer, or taking the oppor- 
tunity for pastoral visits. 

The aim, says Simon, is to 
raise the profile, visibility and 
accessibility of the clergy: ‘I 
believe it’s a crucial element 
to our rural ministry, and 
invaluable in terms of keeping 
an ear to the ground. Kids 
love visiting the van (the logo 
was designed by a local 
school), but lots of people 
drop in. It seems to have been 
widely accepted and liked.’ 

The van’s insurance and 
maintenance has so far been 
covered by sponsored events, 
but Simon thinks the cost is 
outweighed by the benefits of 



spending time in the commu- 
nities they offer ministry to. 

At Shires Edge, the Revd 
Pat Freeth and her ministry 
team have five rural churches. 
Pat says: ‘We have looked to 
involve ourselves in the com- 
munities as much as possible, 
with clubs for under-fives and 
teenagers as well as New 
Testament Greek for begin- 
ners and courses on computer 
technology in worship to help 
clergy and laity access the 
resources there. 

‘We’re very keen on extra 
training and building confi- 
dence in people to take on 
some of the tasks of ministry, 
such as leading intercessions. 
We have an OLM and the 
Bishop has authorised three 
people to preach and take 
communion by extension, 
which helps when every 
church has a Sunday service. 

‘I also do home commun- 
ions which help me get to 
know some of the older popu- 



lation. One lady, who is 
bedridden invites about a 
dozen friends when I do home 
communion for her.’ 

In West Wycombe, tourists 
are part of the ministry 
responsibility of the churches, 
attracting thousands of visi- 
tors a year, off the South 
Buckinghamshire Trail. 

As well as prayer comers 
and books, seating and 
informative leaflets about the 
churches the Revd Nigel 
Lacey, Priest in Charge, says 
visitors to St Lawrence’s have 
been enjoying guided climbs 
up the church tower for a fee 
which helps pay the church 
insurance. 

He was delighted, he said, 
that welcoming tourists to the 
churches at the weekends had 
become a village-wide con- 
cern as non-churchgoers have 
begun to volunteer help: 

‘It’s wonderful that the 
wider community feels a pride 
and ownership in their 
churches.’ 




ship of clergy and laity. New 
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fresh expressions of ancient tradi- 



tions established. 

Churches are taking a lead in re-connecting 
people to their rural environment and bringing 
people together in God’s love, with community 
occasions such as agricultural festivals. 

Around the diocese a team of rural officers 
and deanery contacts will bring rural issues to 
a more local focus in deaneries and benefices 
and, through the Board for Social 
Responsibility, contribute to diocesan thinking 
as it forms its strategy for mission and ministry. 

A new forum is being created for rural cler- 
gy in the diocese to share concerns, develop 
learning and celebrate achievements. The first 
meeting is at 10.30am on 29 March in the 
Abbey Guest House, Dorchester on Thames. 

New groups will be formed, reflecting on 
rural ministry and context. There will be sev- 
eral rural themed days this year, including one 
on parish planning in the CME programme, 
and a new monthly email bulletin to strength- 
en communication about rural issues. 

The attraction of our small, often rural, 



ancient churches is also being addressed by 
the Quiet Spaces, Still Spaces network, led by 
Canon Barbara Doubtfire, which is develop- 
ing new style mission for these sacred spaces. 
A Simple Church Guide, with up-to-date 
experiences of churches participating in the 
project can be loaded from the Quiet Spaces 
Still Places pages on the diocesan website. 
There is still much to be done if our rural 
churches are not just to survive but to thrive 
in the years ahead. 

But as Jill Hopkinson, the Church of 
England’s National Rural Officer, says: ‘These 
churches need to be cherished and encour- 
aged, but should not be seen as some kind of 
poor relative worthy of sympathy - there is 
some amazing work going on in every corner 
of the country, and much that urban churches 
could learn from their rural brothers and sis- 
ters.’ 

Copies of Seeds in Holy Ground, priced £3.99 
are available from Glyn Evans. Telephone: 
01295 788021 or email: glynpe@tiscali.co.uk 



12GB Bandwidth Interested? 

5 POPS Acounts, 100MB space, -ww.webxsolution.com/hosting 



FREE INSTANT SETUP..! 

FREE 30 DAY TRIAL..! 

FREE MONTH with year payment PACKAGE 

30 day money back guarantee 

100% satisfaction gurantee B basic 



UNBEATABLE WEB HOSTING PRICE..! 



SPACE 



POP3 DATABASE PRICE 



£3.99 pm 



Award winning Helm control panel 
Friendly Customer Support 
+/ Virus & spam protection 


Business 10 2 £7.99 pm 

Business pro 25 5 £15.99pm 


99.9% Service (Uptime) 

ASP, PHP & Perl C°' 


itact us on 020 7193 2642 1 sales@webxsolution.com 



ORGANIST 

Committed Christian and 
MA, FRCO is available to 
deputise 

at short notice including 
wedding and funeral 
Wide experiei 
reasonable fee 

Tel: (01993) 813933 




ARTisTS in Staged Glass 
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01494 773712 
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Oxford Aunts Live-in Services 

~ for clients who need help or care at home ■ 

Live-in Housekeeper/Carers 
for several weeks or Longer-term over several me 
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Diocese inspired by world-wide 
president of the Mothers Union 

bv Primrose Gallimore 

TRISH Heywood, charismatic Literacy and Development 



World-Wide President of the 
Mothers Union (MU), recent- 
ly visited our diocese. 

In Buckingham, Tilehurst, 
Kidlington, Earley, Chesham 
and Easthamstead, members 
were inspired by her informa- 
tion and stories from around 
the world. 

As world-wide president, 
Trish leads an organisation 
based on upholding Christian 
family values with 3.5m mem- 
bers in 76 countries. She is 
also a member of the 
Advisory Council to the 
Anglican Observer at the 
United Nations and has 
upheld the MU’s support for 
the Make Poverty History 
Campaign. 

The backbone of the MU is 
its volunteers who, as well as 
supporting their immediate 
community in a variety of 
projects such as training facil- 
itators to run parenting cours- 
es, involve themselves with 
Social Policy issues in the UK 
and abroad. 

The MU also employs over 
300 paid workers, drawn 
from local dioceses so that 
they understand community 
and cultural needs. In 
Malawi, Sudan and Burundi, 



Programmes have been estab- 
lished which also teach skills 
in health, hygiene, HIV/AIDS 
and poverty alleviation. 

Primrose Gallimore, presi- 
dent of the MU in the Oxford 
Diocese, described the world 
wide president’s visit as a 
wonderful success, bringing 
alive the important role of the 
MU in so many countries. 

Membership of the MU in 
our diocese is flexible. As 
well as branch membership 
we have ‘Diocesan’ member- 
ship, which is ideal for 
women not wishing to com- 
mit to a branch, but choosing 
instead to support the MU 
through the subscription only, 
which supports work in the 
UK or worldwide, or more 
directly in the diocese by 
using their skill or expertise. 

For information on mem- 
bership or the work of the 
MU here and abroad, contact 
Primrose Gallimore on 01525 
240302, email her at prim- 
rosegallimore@ste wkley 5 . free 
serve.co.uk or contact the MU 
office in Oxford on 01865 
726308, e-mail 
muoxford@prioryroom.freese 
rve.co.uk 



Bringing a diocesan 
partnership home 

BANISH dark winter nights 
with thoughts of a pilgrim- 
age in August to learn about 
our partner diocese in 
Sweden and the wider 
Swedish church. 

The pilgrimage, led by 
Canon Tony Dickinson, 
European contact for the 
Oxford Diocese, and Canon 
Peter Ball, a retired priest 
from the London Diocese, 
will initially focus on our 
partner diocese Vaxjo and 
the life of St Sigfrid, the 
monk from York who evan- 
gelised southern Sweden in 
the early 11th century. 

From there pilgrims will 
travel north via the original 
monastery of noblewoman 
Birgitta (St Bridget whose 
burning love for Christ 
transformed the Swedish 
Church in the Middle Ages), 
to a convent of modern 
Bridgettine nuns at 
Djursholm, as well as visiting 
Jonkoping, sometimes 
known as ‘the Jerusalem of 
the North’, and present day 
capital Stockholm. 

For further details and 
costs contact Tony 
Dickinson on 01494 
520676, or email fony.dick- 
inson@ukonline.co.uk. 



COUNSELLING 

REV. HEATHER McGIVERN 

Short or long term counselling by 
experienced and qualified practitioner. 
Spiritual direction also offered. 

Registered with BACP & UKRC - Member of FPC (WPF) 

Tel: 0118 973 4801 



VIDEO PROJECTOR SOFTWARE 

Use 'Easy Worship' to easily display 
lyrics, scripture, images, 
video and more. 

Free trial and more information from 
www.churchvideo.co.uk/easyworship 




GARDENS 



Design 
Pruning 
Lawncare 
Landscaping 
Soil Improvement 
Irrigation and Maintenance 



Wes Maree 

Tel: 0180*# HSftSO 
Mobile: 07786 743261 
Email; weimaree@lovagegartlens.com 



ACE DENTURE CENTRE 



anon 

& 



DEDICATED TO THE CARE OF 
DENTURE WEARERS 

Established 1984 

We make dentures look like real natural teeth at 
affordable prices on the premises 

• FREE CONSULTATION 

• Sunken features can be supported 
to return to your natural 
appearance 

Economy dentures for senior citizens 
Delicate chrome plates 
Comfortable soft linings 
Evening appointments 
For the ultimate life-like dentures 
enquire about our IVOCLAR 
DENTURE SYSTEM 

• Quality Porcelain Teeth 
Available 

Phone for a free information pack 

DENTURES REPAIRED WHILE YOU WAIT 

We are not Dental Surgeons 



ALL OUR DENTURISTS ARE QUALIFIED BY 
THE GEORGE BROWN COLLEGE OF 
DENTURISM. ONTARIO, CANADA 

01494 520515 

174 DESBOROUGH ROAD. HIGH WYCOMBE. 
PUBLIC CAR PARK AT REAR 





L-R, The Revds Christopher 
Bull (vicar of Flackwell 
Heath), Henry Kirk (chaplain 
of Abingdon School) and 
Andrew Hawken (vicar of 



Benson and Area Dean of 
Aston and Cuddesdon 
Deanery) have all won bur- 
sary awards this year from 
Ecclesiastical Insurance. 



Training to evangelise in Abingdon 

bv Natalie Abbott 

A CHILLY winter Saturday saw teams from nearly all the church- 
es in the Abingdon Deanery gather to focus on 'evangelism ' . 

Evangelism can be a slightly uncomfortable word and some of 
us would admit to some slight trepidation. Would we soon be 
preaching from the pulpit, or knocking on neighbours’ doors 
with leaflets? And anyway, wasn’t this just the vicar’s job? 

The day was led by the Bishop of Reading, the Rt Revd 
Stephen Cottrell, and after an introduction (and doughnuts!) we 
were asked to think in our parish teams about groups of people 
with whom we already had contact in our parish. This in itself 
caused much surprise and encouragement as we realised just 
how many people we, as a church, knew. 

We had to pick one group and put ourselves in their shoes, 
thinking about their concerns. If we had the chance, how would 
we share our relationship with Jesus with a person in this 
group? What would be a suitable event? 

To many of us, more in the habit of picking a social event then 
inviting people to it, this was a new approach; focussing on the 
people rather than the event! 

With fresh light shed on ways of sharing God’s love, and dates 
in the diary to continue discussions in our parish teams before 
the next training day this month, we went away challenged and 
ready to put our ideas in to action. 

More on the evangelism training days in the next DOOR. 



Cursillo rings the 
changes 

The Revd Angela Linton has 
succeeded the Revd Canon 
Marilyn Parry as Diocesan 
Spiritual Director at Oxford 
Anglican Cursillo. 

Angela, a member of the 
Langtree Team Ministry, will 
work closely with the Diocesan 
Lay Director, Matthew 
Caminer, and the Bishop of 
Dorchester to ensure Cursillo 
continues to evolve as an 
enabler of diocesan strategy 
for mission and spiritual 
growth. 

Cursillo is a movement of 
the church providing a method 
which empowers Christians to 
grow through prayer, study and 
action, enabling them to share 
God's love with everyone. It 
was formally launched in the 
Diocese in April 2005. 
Involvement with Oxford 
Anglican Cursillo usually 
starts with a three day resi- 
dential weekend. Bookings are 
now being taken for the next 
Cursillo weekend, from 27 to 
30 April 2006. Further 
details from Andrew Garrett 
on, 01865 739943 or from the 
Cursillo web site www.oxford- 
cursillo.co.uk 

Calling Shell 
share- holders 

The Oxford-based Ecumenical 
Council for Corporate 
Responsibility asks anyone with 
shares in Royal Dutch shell, 
who is interested in co-sponsor- 
ing a resolution at the 2006 
AGM, to get in touch with 
Canon Christopher Hall on 
01869 338225 or 

email lnfo@eccr.org.uk 



Sad times for Dorchester Apology to Sister Anne 



DORCHESTER Abbey and 
village have said goodbye to 
two committed and much 
loved members of their com- 
munities. 

Anthony Harman would 
have celebrated 50 years as a 
lay reader this month and had 
received a reader emeritus cer- 
tificate from Bishop Colin just 
six weeks before he died, hav- 
ing fought a courageous battle 
with cancer. Under his chair- 



manship the Friends of 
Dorchester Abbey raised 
money for the unique glass 
doors at the main entrance. 

Former teacher and Brown 
Owl, Lettice Godfrey lived 
most of her life in Dorchester. 
She will also be remembered 
as founder of the famous 
Abbey Tea Rooms. 

Read tributes to Anthony 
and Lettice on the Dorchester 
Abbey website in February. 



Our article on Homelessness 
in the December issue of the 
DOOR should have read that 
Sister Anne CSJB of 
Begbroke Priory, Kidlington, 
was appointed Oxford's chap- 
lain to the homeless by 
Churches Together in Central 
Oxford and the Homelessness 
Network. Sister Anne is part 
of the Leadership Team at 
Begbroke Priory, not the 
mother superior. 




Eco-column 



A year ago this month over 200 Christians 
from across the Oxford diocese gathered in 
High Wycombe for a conference called 
Climate Change - How Christians Respond. 

As was reported in The DOOR at the time, 
there was enormous enthusiasm for tackling 
this huge environmental threat in our church- 
es. Pledges to action were made, but what has 
happened since then? 

On 11 February we will have a chance to 
find out at a conference with Operation Noah 
(an ecumenical church-based initiative on cli- 



mate change) at the Wesley Memorial 
Methodist Church in Oxford. I hope we will 
be encouraged by others’ achievements local- 
ly - I know, for example, of a lady who has 
started to turn her 1950s semi into a state-of- 
the-art “eco-house”, and a church which has 
just achieved “Eco-Congregation” status. 

The meeting will also be a chance to 
exchange, and hopefully generate, more ideas 
for things we can do in our worship, our 
church buildings and our individual lives. If 
we approach an event like this in the right 
spirit, it need not simply be a “talking shop”, 
but a spur to real action. 

Karl Wallendszus is a member of Sage, 
Oxford’s Christian Environmental Group. 
Details of the Operation Noah in Oxford con- 
ference can be found at 
www.sageoxford.org.uk/noah.htm. 
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Sponsor a 
riddle!! 

Every month 
we will run a 
riddle and 
we will 
give our 
advertisers 
a chance to 
sponsor the 
riddle by 
simply 
supplying us 
with a riddle. 
Please 
contact 
Craig or Sue 
on 07738 
590362 or 
email 

ads@churchnewspaper.corn 



Lord of all 'Creation' 



www.survivor.co.uk 



A monthly column explaining how to use the 
diocesan website www.oxford.anglican.org 
by Phil Hind, the Diocesan Webmaster. 



ChurchCare 

From fundraising to security, 
the maintenance and running 
of a church building is known 
to induce confusion, 
headaches and shivering. 
"ChurchCare" has been set 
up by the Church of England 
to help alleviate some of these 
symptoms. The site includes 
a handy A-Z of Church main- 
tenance and even a calendar 
of care: what to do and when. 
http://www.churchcare.co.uk 

Accessibility 

If you find browsing websites 
hard due to poor eyesight or 
other disability please check 



this page which had some 
helpful tips and links, 
http ://www. oxford . a nglican . o 
rg/accessibility 

Web Group 

The diocese is looking at 
ways to improve the way we 
use the Internet and to this 
end has created a 'web task 
group'. One of the group's 
first tasks is to examine the 
use we make of the diocesan 
website so we can create an 
informed strategy for the 
future. If you have comments 
or suggestions regarding the 
current or possible future uses 
of the diocesan website please 
drop us a line. Email: 



webmaster@oxford.angli- 

can.org 

WEBSPEAK 

"Spam" - Unsolicited e-mail, 
often of a commercial nature, 
posted indiscriminately; junk 
e-mail... or chopped pork in a 
can. Either way, most dis- 
agreeble. 

Don't forget: 

You can publicise your events 
on the diocesan website at: 
http ://www. oxford . anglican. o 
rg/events If you submit your 
event via the website the edi- 
tor of the door will also 
receive it for consideration for 
'the Door Post'. 



David Parrish, founder of innovative Oxford-based theatre company Creation, tells Sally 
Jarman how his faith shapes his approach to the plays he produces. 



IT took the study of philoso- 
phy to turn years of flirtation 
with faith into a lasting com- 
mitment, says David Parrish. 

‘Ironically, it was the influ- 
ence of Hinduism and 
Buddhism, which seem to say 
that if you are born into a reli- 
gion or culture you should 
follow it and try to find the 
truth in it, which made me 
look at Christianity again. I 
decided to have another go, 
backing up my emotional 
interest with a more sound 
understanding from my stud- 
ies of philosophy. That made 
all the difference for me.’ 

Since that time, four years 
ago, David and his family 
have been regular members of 
Holy Trinity Church in 
Headington Quarry - co-inci- 
dentally the local Church, and 
burial place, of Christian 
author C.S. Lewis. 

‘He was such a great artist 
and thinker and sometimes I 
sit in Church and I do feel 
very privileged, as someone in 
the arts myself, to follow him 
in worshipping there.’ 

I ask David whether his 
faith has influenced his work 
with Creation Theatre 
Company. Since he founded it 
10 years ago the company has 
become renowned for its sum- 
mer open-air productions of 
Shakespeare as well as others, 
such as The Snow Queen, in 
the grounds of BMW during 
the winter. 

Although emphatic that he 
does not impose his beliefs on 
his company, David reveals 
that his faith does play a part 



in his working life. 

The very name ‘Creation’, 
for example, was influenced 
by words of Brother Roger of 
Taize that Christians should 
be creators of reconciliation, 
love and compassion, and 
should have a creator spirit: 

‘Creation was actually the 
suggestion of a merchant 
banker friend, who would 
probably be amazed to find 
that I’d made any Christian 
connection, but to me it 
linked in with what theatre 
should be about.’ 

Up to 90 per cent of 
classic literature, he 
believes, from 
Shakespeare to C S 
Lewis to Bronte, has 
a strong spiritual 
element. 

As for the productions, 
David says that if a play does 
not speak to him spiritually, 
as well as financially, he will 
not look at it: ‘What I am per- 
sonally trying to do when 
looking at a play is ask 
whether I want to tell this 
story, and if I don’t think it 
has something to say I don’t 
want to produce it.’ 

The history of performing 
arts abounds with spiritual 
connections, he says, from 
Greek theatre which provided 
communal cathartic moments 
thought to be positive for 
society, to the Mystery cycles 



of plays which began in 
England around 1350, teach- 
ing ordinary people about the 
Bible and Christianity at a 
time when church services 
and religious books were in 
Latin, and education was the 
privilege of the few. 

Up to 90 per cent of classic 
literature, he believes, from 
Shakespeare to C S Lewis to 
Bronte, has a strong spiritual 
element. 

‘Take our recent Christmas 
production of The Snow 
Queen by Hans Christian 
Andersen. ‘We see the power 
of innocence and love of the 
child, Gerda, in defeating the 
evil Snow Queen and, at the 
end, the Grandma blatantly 
says that unless we become 
like little children we cannot 
enter the Kingdom of Heaven. 

‘We live in an unbelievably 
secular world and many peo- 
ple who came to the produc- 
tion won’t have picked up on 
the spiritual message, but 
when I read a story or see a 
play that is something I, per- 
sonally, look for. 

‘I don’t try to evangelise. 
We’re a commercial enterprise 
and I think many people com- 
ing to see the plays would 
have a fundamental problem 
with being preached at by us. 
But if people see a play and 
enjoy it, and as part of that 
they find it poses some funda- 
mental spiritual questions for 
them, I’d be delighted.’ 

That said, David feels his 
faith has planted the seeds of 
an idea for an overtly reli- 
gious production aside from 



Riddle of the Month 

Bill went out to buy some golf equipment. 

He spent half of what he had plus £5. at the first store. 
He spent half of what was left plus £4. at the second store. 
At the third store he spent half of the remainder plus £3. 
He then had £5. left to buy golf balls. 

How much money did he start with? 

Answers on a postcard to Religious Intelligence Ltd, Fourth Floor, Central House, 
142 Central Street, London, EC1V 8AR. 



those of ‘Creation’ 0 - a profes- 
sional Oxford Passion Play to 
rival established productions. 

It would be a high-quality, 
professional production with 
that wow factor that could 
attract up to 20,000 people 
during its run. 

The first toe in the water 
will be a dramatic telling of 
the Gospel of St Mark this 
Easter at Holy Trinity in 
Headington Quarry. 

‘It’s very much on paper 
and in my head at the 
moment,’ he says; ‘but I’ll be 
looking to attract 700-900 
people as an indication of 
what interest might be in the 
bigger project of the Passion 
Play in 2007. 

‘It’s a fantasy and a chal- 
lenge and would require sub- 
stantial financial backing 
which isn’t organised yet, but 
I believe there would be an 
audience for it, and if success- 
ful, it could well become an 
annual event.’ 

And filled with enthusiasm 
for this new ‘creation’ David 



David Parrish 

hurries off to a meeting about 
his company’s next produc- 
tion of King Lear, again in the 
cavernous space at BMW’s 



Photo Frank Blackwell 

car plant at Cowley, which 
can be seen from 10 February 
to 1 April. 
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Praying for our schools 




BOOK REVIEW 
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Bring your family to look 
around our School and see 
the new leisure complex - 
indoor swimming pool, 
dance and drama studio 
and fitness suite. 

Meet students, chat with 
staff and enjoy watching 
special activities and 
displays. 

f our the hoarding houses, 
wander the 92 acres of 
grounds and get a real feel 
for life at Kingham Hill. 

There will also be optional 
activities for children: 



join us at our 

open morning 

Saturday 4th February- 2006 
9: 1 5am-2:00pm 



www.khighani-hilLoxori.seh.uk 

Kingham Hill School, Kingham 
Cbjpping Norton, Oxfordshire, 0X7 STB 
Telephone: 01608 658999 



1 0:30 ~ 

Headmaster’s 

presentation 



12:15 - 

Buffet Lunch 



CLIMBING 
SWIMMING 
DRAMA/ DANCE 
WORKSHOP 



Prayers for Education 

A rich resource for teachers, 
educationalists and clergy 
By Rupert Bristow 
2005; Kevin Mayhew Ltd; 
ISBN 1 84417 517 0 

Rupert Bristow has written 
100 prayers for use on partic- 
ular occasions in schools, col- 
leges and universities, and 
praying for education in 
Synods, or Board meetings. 

He is an experienced 
teacher, education officer and 
Reader, and for the past 10 
years has been Canterbury 
Diocesan Director of 
Education. So the prayers are 
thoughtful, well-targeted and 
useful, for regular occasions, 
for celebrations, to reflect on 
a tragedy or to mark a new 
term: Sunday intercessions, 
prayers at a PCC, for a new 



headteacher or parish priest, 
for a pupil or teacher in the 
school who has died. And 
there are arrow prayers for 
personal use: “Be close, be 
near; take away my fear!” 

This is not a collection of 
well-known prayers; all 
appear to be new-minted, 
though no dotibt many have 
been used by Rupert and col- 
leagues on all kinds of occa- 
sions in the past. They will 
find their place as a resource 
for many educationists. 

There is a strong argument 
for enabling children to grow 
up with their ears attuned to 
the great prayers which have 
fed the spiritual imaginations 
of generations of English 
Christians. 

Happily, schools are begin- 
ning again to realise that the 
prayers of St Richard of 
Chichester, of St Ignatius 



Loyola, or that attributed to 
St Francis of Assisi, are 
remembered for their theolog- 
ical integrity and spiritual 
depth, their rhythm and bal- 
ance, above all, perhaps, for 
their simplicity. 

Pupils should find them 
coming to form part of their 
spiritual knapsack for the 
journey of life: “to give and 
not to count the cost; to fight 
and not to heed the wounds, 
to toil and not to seek for any 
reward”. 

Such depth and balance 
are not easily achieved in 
prayers written for occasions. 
But, with elements of liturgy, 
such as the versicles and 
responses, the grace, memo- 
rable psalms, they can begin 
to form a rich thesaurus of 
grace for generations to come. 

Canon John Hall 




Boys prepared for transfer at 13+ 

Girls prepared for their next school at the age of 7 



OUR NEXT OPEN MORNING WILL BE ON 
FRIDAY, 31 MARCH 2006 

WE EXTEND A WARM WELCOME TO PROSPECTIVE 
PARENTS AND THEIR CHILDREN 



PLEASE RING US TO ARRANGE A VISIT 

• Excellent Academic Results 
• Exceptionally broad curriculum 
• Extensive extra-curricular activities 
• Outstanding facilities including an indoor pool 
• An open and friendly school community 
• After school care 

Further details from the Admissions’ Secretary: 

020 8427 1304 

admin@quaintonhalLharrow.sch.uk 
Visit our website: www.quaintonhalLharrow.sch.uk 

Walsingham College (Affiliated Schools) Charity No. 312638 



QUAINTON HALL SCHOOL 

Incorporating Radnor Avenue Pre-School 

Hindes Road. Harrow HA1 1RX 



Christ Church 
Cathedral School 

3 Brewer St, Oxford, 0X1 IQW 

Cathedral Choristers 
Choral Scholarships 

worth up to £8000 per year in boarding fees 







Does your son have a good voice and show an interest in music? 
If so, why not come and visit us? 

While your son sings to the Cathedral Organist, you can 
take a look round this 
historic school, founded in 1 546, which 
combines long tradition with forward-looking education for 

boys aged 2/> to 13. 




For further details. please contact : 

The Admissions’ Secretary, Miss Diane Price, on 
(01865) 242561 or email: registrar@cccs.org.uk 
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The search begins for Bishop Richard’s successor 



In June the Bishop of Oxford, the Rt Revd Richard Harries, retires from the diocese after 19 
years - currently the longest serving diocesan Bishop. As we celebrate Bishop Richard's ministry 
the search for his successor has already begun, but just how is a new bishop chosen? 



by Penny Keens 



MANY people have experienced a parish 
interregnum, when sadness that the cur- 
rent incumbent is going is juxtaposed 
with thoughts of who will come next. 
The PCC draws up the parish profile, 
there is a meeting with the bishop, the 
deanery is involved, two people are elect- 
ed to take part in the interviews and so 
on. There are many similarities in the 
diocese when electing a new bishop. 

In June this year Bishop Richard for- 
mally retires, and even as we bid him a 
fond farewell his successor must be 
sought. 

The Vacancy-in-See Committee, elected 
when the Diocesan Synod took office, 
incorporates the area bishops, two 
archdeacons, members of General Synod, 
and four people nominated by the 
Bishop’s Council to secure a better reflec- 
tion of the diocese as a whole. 

The Committee meets to prepare a 
Description of the Diocese and a 
Statement of Needs, and to elect six 
Diocesan Representatives to the Crown 
Nominations Commission (CNC) - at 
least three of them lay. 

As the Vacancy-in-See Committee does 
its work, the Archbishops’ and Prime 
Minister’s Appointments Secretaries 



jointly undertake consultations within 
the diocese, meeting invited representa- 
tives of local civic, social and religious 
life. 

They will also attend an open hearing 
on Thursday 30 March in Christ Church 
Cathedral, at which anyone may express 
views about the needs of the diocese. 

The hearing will take place at 7pm 
after evensong at 6pm (at which the pub- 
lic are also welcome). 

A Diocesan Bishop is a member of the 
House of Bishops of the General Synod, 
and shares in responsibility for the lead- 
ership of the Church of England. He also 
shares responsibility for relationships in 
the world wide Anglican Communion. 
So the Diocesan Representatives work on 
the CNC with representatives of the 
Church of England as a whole, under the 
presidency of the Archbishops, and the 
Sovereign (advised by the Prime Minister) 
also plays a part in the process. 

The CNC meets twice. It discusses the 
needs of the diocese and the mission of 
the Church of England as a whole, and 
agrees on key criteria for the new bishop. 

At the second meeting it discusses can- 
didates identified at the first meeting and 
shortlists five or six, voting on them by 



secret ballot to produce two names, and 
any order of preference, to submit to the 
Crown. 

The Prime Minister then chooses 
whom to commend to the Queen and 
invites the candidate concerned to accept 
the nomination. 

The business of the Vacancy in See 
Committee, and the CNC, must be kept 
confidential in order to maintain the 
integrity of the process. However any- 
one is welcome to take part by contacting 
a member of the Vacancy-in-See 
Committee with suggestions for the 
Diocesan Description or Statement of 
Needs. 

After the CNC Diocesan 
Representatives are elected on 18 
February their names will be widely 
advertised and anyone may write to them 
with an expression of view, or suggested 
names, by a certain date (but they will 
not enter into correspondence). 

Please hold the process, and those tak- 
ing part, in your prayers as we embark on 
this vital undertaking. 

Penny Keens is chairman of the 
Vacancy-in-See Committee. 




Bishop Richard retires this summer Photo Frank Blackwell 



Your say in the needs of the diocese 



AS well as attending the open 
hearing on 30 March to 
express views about the needs 
of the diocese the public can 
contact members of the 
Vacancy-in-See Committee, 
says chairman Penny Keens. A 
full list of members was pub- 



lished in the November issue 
of the DOOR, and the names 
and contact numbers are 
available on the diocesan web- 
site www.oxford.anglican.org 
or by telephoning Diocesan 
Church House on 01865 
208200. 




Diary for every new subscriber 



If you are purchasing this sub- 
scription for someone else, 
please give us YOUR name and 
address below 
(we will notify the recipient that 
this comes as a gift from you): 



Since 1828 The Church of England Newspaper has been keeping our readers informed about the church. 
Now you can have it delivered to your home every week. 



I wish to pay by cheque 
□ I enclose £ ($_ 



credit card 



other 



) or I authorise you to debit my Account with the amount of £ 



Name: 



Issue No: 



Card number: 



OR: you may tranfer funds direct to our Bank Account: Sort Code: 20-57-06 Account No: 10298034 

Account Name: Religious Intelligence Ltd 



Address: 



Name 



Address 



Postcode 



Daytime telephone no: 



Signature 



Telephone: 



Simply fill in the form and send it to Jennifer Muwonge, The Church of England Newspaper, Central House, 142 Central 
Street, London, EC IV 8AR 



Postcode; 



Signature: 



SUBSCRIBE TODAY! 



Take out an annual subscription 
to The Church of England 
Ne wspaper today and take 
advantage of our special rates. 
Plus, every new subscriber will 
receive a free 2006 Church of 
England Newspaper Diary. 
Simply fill in the form ana send i 
to Subscriptions, The Church of 
England Newspaper, Central 
House, 142 Central Street, 
London EC IV 8AR and we will 
do the rest. 



Annual Subscription rates 

UK £55 (€85), 

Pensioners: £40 UK only 
Students: £30 
Europe: £70 (€110), 

Rest of World: £85 (US $160) 
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View from here 



Being civil about partnerships 



Call me an old 
romantic, but I 
cried with joy at 
the news cover- 
age of the first 
civil partnership 
celebrations just before 
Christmas. I never thought 
(though I very much 
hoped) that I’d see the day. 

It took me back two 
decades, to my student 
days at the dawn of the 
AIDS era. The 
Communards sang ‘Our 
love is like forbidden fruit, 
but we take each bite with 
pride not shame...’, contin- 
uing with a trenchant com- 
mentary on the social back- 
drop of anti-gay prejudice 
and discrimination that the 
musicians were resisting: 
‘...in this garden where the 
bitter poison rots’. 

That bitter poison made 
a cameo reappearance in 
December in the form of a 
few Christian fundamental- 
ists yelling ‘sodomite!’ at 
the two lesbian women 
who were first to register 
their partnership in Belfast. 
Nobody took much notice. 

Society has come a long 
way in 20 years. But what 
of the church? 

Back in the 80s, when it 
was assumed that AIDS 
was a ‘gay disease’, 
Christians and pastoral 
theologians woke up to the 
notion that gay relation- 
ships would benefit from 
the social recognition and 
support that heterosexuals 
are afforded. 

Measures to enable 
same-sex relationships to 
be ‘permanent, faithful and 
stable’ were advocated. 
Ironically, now that just 
such a practical mechanism 
exists, Christians seem to 
have run for cover. Why? 

I declare a particular 
interest, having lived out 
twice as many of my adult 
years in a same-sex rela- 




tionship as I 
have in hetero- 
^ sexual ones. I 

Alison Webster ™ nte , th,s > 

therefore, very 
much in a per- 
sonal capacity, not an offi- 
cial one. 

I am now married, hav- 
ing previously not had that 
option. Unlike those who 
are more straightforwardly 
heterosexual, I know the 
difference that a public 
declaration makes to a lov- 
ing relationship because I 
have something to compare 
it with (I know what it’s 
like to forge a relationship 
without it). It is, in short, 
both privilege and disci- 
pline. 

It’s not just ‘signing a bit 
of paper’. Neither is it just 
about Tights’ (to one’s 
partner’s pension; tenancy 
rights; exemption from 
inheritance tax; the right to 
be recognised as next of 
kin) - though these are cru- 
cially important. 

Above all, it’s about 
asserting that personal 
relationships are not sim- 
ply a private matter. Others 
have a stake in them. 
Society has a stake in them. 
When relationships go 
wrong, it’s not just the cou- 
ple that suffers - the ripples 
go much wider, especially 
when there are children 
involved. 

Through civil partner- 
ships, same-sex couples are 
opting, officially, to move 
their loving relationships 
from the private to the 
public sphere - and asking 
for the support of friends 
and family to make them 
work. They are embracing 
both the privilege of that, 
and the discipline. 
Christians should be rejoic- 
ing. 

Alison Webster is Social 
Responsibility Adviser to 
the Diocese of Oxford 



Supporting families in crisis 



The bleak months of January and February are 
among the busiest of the year for those who offer 
support for families in crisis. If Christmas brings 
problems to a peak, it is the New Year when the 
fallout has to be dealt with. We look at two organ- 
isations who provide help and understanding when 
it is most needed. 



NEWBURY couple Chris and 
Dave Hill believe God has 
guided them to help others 
through the struggles of a 
relationship breakdown. 
Chris explains: ‘Dave and I 
had both previously suf- 
fered divorce before getting 
together. Both Christians, 
we had a strong feeling that 
God was wanting us to 
work in marriage ministry 
in some way, but weren’t 
sure how. 

‘Then, one day I was read- 
ing The DOOR when an 
advertisement for co-ordina- 
tors for Christian charity 
Aquila Care Trust virtually 
flew out at me. It did the same 
to Dave when he read it. 
Then, a lady vicar told me she 
had seen the advert and 
thought it was perfect for us. 

‘We prayed over it and had 
affirmation from many 



Christian friends that this was 
the right way forward for us. 
So, in 2003 we took an inten- 
sive training course to be 
Aquila co-ordinators.’ 

Aquila Care Trust was 
formed in 1991 by a group of 
church members in East 
Sussex who had all experi- 
enced a marriage breakdown. 
After a series of weekly meet- * 
ings with Canon Andrew 
Cornes, who was researching 
for a book on divorce and re- 
marriage, they realised the 
discussions had, co-inciden- 
tally, provided healing and 
support. 

Knowing many others 
experience great pain after 
broken relationships, and 
may benefit from similar 
group opportunities, Aquila 
was born, offering self-help 
groups run by trained 
Christian co-ordinators. The 




Dave and Chris Hill of Aquila Care Trust 



courses are now available as 
far afield as Wales, York, Kent 
and the West Country and 
include a programme of eight 
weekly recovery sessions and 
residential/non-residential 
weekends, as well as support 
and companionship. 

Chris says: ‘Although the 
courses are run by Christian 
co-ordinators the groups are 
open to everyone. 

‘I found that the terrible 
time through separation and 
divorce was made bearable 
for me by the tremendous 
support given mainly by 



Christian friends, many from 
my church of St George’s in 
Wash Common. Now, we 
both feel that it was God’s 
intention that we help others 
through such painful times. 

‘We hope we show God’s 
love through our care and 
acceptance and support. Our 
aim is to give people coping 
strategies and help them 
rebuild their self-esteem and 
self- value.’ 

For more information 
about Aquila courses contact 
Aquila Care Trust central 
office on 01892 665524. 



OFM helps sort out the future step-by-step 



by Ian Bottom ley 

THE New Year is equal only 
to Christmas in the number of 
families seeking help here at 
Oxfordshire Family Mediation 
(OFM). 

For families recently sepa- 
rated the feelings of loss, con- 
fusion, hurt and anger will be 
particularly acute at 
Christmas. It just isn’t usually 
possible for both parents to be 
there when the children come 
down the stairs on Christmas 
morning. And it’s not just 
child access arrangements 
that can be a stumbling block. 
A financially better-off parent 
buying bigger and better pres- 
ents can be a source of hurt 
and contention. 

For families just about 
holding things together the 
added pressure of expectation 
and cost can be the last straw. 

So, January and February 
are a time when resources. 



both emotionally and finan- 
cially, are often at a low ebb. 
People know they need to sort 
out the future, but haven’t got 
the energy or will to start. At 
OFM we believe that at this 
time of year it is even more 
important to talk. 

Sometimes children's 
needs get lost as par- 
ents struggle with 
their own situation. 

Although it might be the 
last thing they want to do, the 
whole family will be able to 
focus more positively on the 
year ahead if they can work 
out agreements on everything 
from children to property and 
finance. If they can do that 
around a table together, 
rather than through the 
courts, at least for the sake of 
the children in the relation- 
ship, so much the better. 



We ask families to sit down 
with us and decide, step-by- 
step, what is important to 
them. Not only does this help 
practically, it can bring to 
light hidden issues rather than 
letting them reach boiling 
point. This is particularly use- 
ful for children. 

Sometimes children’s needs 
can get lost as parents struggle 
with their own situation. Or 
they may feel bound to hide 
their feelings, not wanting to 
take sides. As one boy told us: 
‘I feel like a rowing boat stuck 
between two battleships’. 

We try to help parents look 
at the emotional, as well as 
practical needs of their chil- 
dren in the aftermath of sepa- 
ration. In addition, our 
Children’s Service offers space 
for children to speak to some- 
one outside of the situation, 
giving them the chance to 
feedback to parents without 
having to brave face-to-face 



discussion. Talking about 
their feelings with us can help 
them come to terms with their 
new family make-up and 
work out coping strategies. 
It’s amazing how confused 
and anxious children can be 
when Mum and Dad split up. 
One boy told us he had spent 
the last two years thinking 
Dad left home because one 
night he asked Mum to read 
him a bedtime story instead. 

It is a misunderstanding 
parents would be horrified to 
hear, yet it can happen in the 
turmoil of separation. 

So as we begin 2006, OFM 
urges families suffering with 
the details of break-up to sit 
down and talk things 
through, at home or to an 
organisation like ourselves. 

Contact the service on 
01865 741781, or email 
mediate@ofms.fsnet.co.uk 

Ian Bottomley is Service 
Director of OFM. 



LOVELY FAMILIES REQUIRED! 

Have you considered becoming involved in the school life of an overseas student at boarding school? 

Clarendon International Education , 

a premier guardianship organisation, would like to hear from warm-hearted people with lovely homes. 

Clarendon provides: 

the official guardianship and administrative arrangements 
You provide: 

a home from home on an occasional basis during school terms 

For more information, please call: 01444 811 110 
www.clarendon.uk.com 



J£rF Functions 

Outside Caterers for all events from 
champagne receptions to romantic 
meals in your own home. Everything 
served to your specifications, reliable 
and fully trained staff. 

Contact James on 07949 901 029 or 
visit us at www.jffunctions.co.uk 



To advertise 
here, email 

ads@churchnewspaper.com 
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Comment 



Letters 



to the editor 



On killing frogs 



Although I never 
carried out the exper- 
iment I was once told 
that, if you wanted to 
kill a frog, then the 
way to do it was to 
place it in a saucepan 
of cold water and 
heat it up. The frog 
would not notice the 
increase in tempera- 
ture - as it would do 
if it touched very hot 
water - and would 
perish as a result. 

Shortly before Christmas I 
was reminded of this on two 
occasions. 

The first was when I went to 
Campsfield Detention/ Removal 
Centre. There I was introduced 
to two detainees. One, from 
Turkey, hardly knew whether he 
was coming or going as 
Campsfield was the third Centre 
he had been in in four days. Nor 
is he alone in that. The days 
when chaplains could build solid 
relationships with the people 
there are long gone and the 
speed with which they are 
moved through - or moved 
around - seems to be steadily 
increasing. As a result it is easy 
for them to lose touch with their 
belongings, their lawyers and 
their friends. The second, from 
the West Indies, has been living 
in the Midlands for a few years 
working hard to support him- 
self, his partner and her children. 
He was, I think, resigned to 
being deported but what was 
really concerning him was that 
his girlfriend was seven months 
pregnant. She was finding it 
increasingly difficult to get to see 
him as she had been very sick 
throughout her pregnancy and 



had just been told that 
he was to be moved 
down to the Centre in 
Portsmouth - an addi- 
tional 75 miles away. 

Neither of those sto- 
ries will ever get into 
the National Press. But 
are our current systems 
as humane as they can 
be if they are operating 
like this? Should we 
continue to allow this 
to go on in our name or 
are we failing to notice a damag- 
ing change to the way we treat 
our fellow human beings? 

Then came the report about 
-the children that are currently in 
these Centres. It is deeply criti- 
cal, not so much of the ways in 
which they are being treated, but 
of the fact that they are there in 
the first place. 

My own experiences of visit- 
ing all the Centres where chil- 
dren are held echo the findings 
of that report. They and their 
families are well looked after. 
Teachers are provided. Activities 
are laid on. But, and this is a 
very big 'but', should they be 
there in the first place in that 
‘prison’ environment? Perhaps it 
is better than splitting families 
up, but is there really no other 
way that can be found? Should 
children be taken without warn- 
ing early in the morning, along 
with their parents, when they 
have no time to say 'goodbye' to 
their friends? 

Is that a mark of a just and 
humane society? Or have I 
become, and have we become, 
like the frogs in the warming 
water, getting used to something 
that will ultimately damage us 
all? 




One Lord, One Faith, One God; Patriotism; Assisted Suicide; Practical Christianity 



Clergy News 

Revd Philip Andrew, Curate, 
Greyfriars Church, Reading, is to be 
Vicar, Reigate St Mary Magdalene, 
Diocese of Southwark; Revd Ian Blyth, 
House for Duty Priest, West Woodhay 
with Enbome, Hamstead Marshall, 
Inkpen & Combe, is to be also, House 
for Duty Kintbury with Avington, 
Newbury Deanery; Revd Louise 
Butler, OLM, Blewbury, Hagboume 
and Upton, is to be also OLM, South 
Moreton with North Moreton, Aston 
Tirrold and Aston Upthorpe, 
Wallingford Deanery; Revd Dr 
Andrew Coleby, Priest in Charge, 
Didcot All Saints, is to be Diocesan FE 
officer and college chaplain (with 
responsibility for Abingdon and Witney 
College); Revd John Edwards, NSM 
Curate, St Mary & St John California, 
and Reading Area NSM Associate 
Officet; is to be NSM Finchampstead, 



Sonning Deanery and Reading Area 
NSM Associate Officer; Revd Richard 
Martin is to be NSM, Oxford St 
Thomas; Revd Jonathan Meyer, 
NSM Curate, Kintbury with Avington, 
is to be also, NSM Curate, West 
Woodhay with Enbome, Hamstead 
Marshall, Inkpen & Combe, Newbury 
Deanery; Revd Anthony Rablen, 
Chaplain, Royal Brompton & Harefield 
NHS Trust, is to be also Healthcare 
Chaplain, The Tindal Unit, Aylesbury; 
Revd Paul Reynolds, Team Vicar, 
Riverside Team, Oxford, is to be Rector, 
Beercrocombe with Curry Mallet, 
Hatch Beauchamp, Orchard Portman, 
Staple Fitzpaine, Stoke St Mary (with 
Thuribear) and West Hatch, Diocese of 
Bath and Wells; Revd Jennifer 
Williams, Diocese of Manchester, is 
given Licence to Officiate in the Oxford 
Diocese. 



One faith 

IN the November issue of 
The Door I noted 16 uses of 
expressions such as 'multi- 
faith', 'inter-faith' and 'other 
faiths' and one reference to a 
Muslim leading 'collective 
worship'. 

So, poor old Paul, who 
apparently got it all wrong 
over homosexuality, mar- 
riage and abortion, must 
have made another mistake 
when he wrote in Ephesians 
4:4,5, 'There is one body, one 
Spirit, one Lord, one faith, 
one baptism, one God and 
Father of all.' And the 
destruction of Samaria and 
the Northern Kingdom in 
722/721 BC by the Assyrians 
(because God's people there 
had ignored the warnings of 
Nahum, Habakkuk, 

Zephaniah and Jeremiah) 
was not due to God's people 
ignoring His clear command 
that He alone was God and 
that He alone was to be wor- 
shipped. So I suppose all 
those prophets were wrong 
in proclaiming their warn- 
ings against syncretism? 

There's, not very much of 
the Bible left that we can 
believe these days, is there? 

Or could it just be that the 
Bible is right and that God is 
sickened by this nation's 
flaunting of homosexuality, 
disregard of marriage, mur- 
der of tens of thousands of 
innocents in the womb, turn- 
ing from one true faith and 
worshipping false gods. 
Could it just be that He is 
appalled by the rottenness of 
deceit, lies, corruption, hedo- 
nism and materialism which 
are so prevalent in our socie- 
ty and that he is allowing us 
to sink ever deeper into the 
pit which we are digging? 

Is history repeating itself, 
as it has done in the history 
of God's people through the 
ages, or do we accept Henry 
Ford's claim that 'history is 
bunk' and presumably the 
Bible is bunk too? 

G R Hargrove 

Flackwell Heath, High 
Wycombe 



I vow to thee my country 

DR Sentamu lifted my spirits 



when, shortly before his 
enthronement as Archbishop 
of York, he called on the 
English to reclaim their 
national identity and culture 
and to celebrate St George's 
Day but, as was predictable, 
his call provoked cries of 
'nationalism' from some 
quarters. Such criticism is 
unwarranted. 

I would draw a distinction 
between nationalism, which 
has evil connotations, and 
patriotism (the love of one's 
country and a willingness to 
defend its freedom), which is 
a noble concept. 

We English are not always 
comfortable with patriotism, 
and we are at times almost 
apologetic for being English. 
We have lost our national 
identity. 

A contributory factor to 
our loss of understanding of 
our culture is the deplorable 
way history is taught (or, 
more accurately, not taught), 
in many schools today. The 
watered down teaching of 
religion in schools merely 
exacerbates the problem. We 
have a rich heritage of which 
we can be proud and which 
needs to be celebrated. 
Respecting the cultures and 
faiths of others does not 
require us to denigrate or 
deny our own. 

The Archbishop is right and 
we could make a good start 
by honouring our Patron 
Saint with the same fervour 
that the Scots, Welsh and Irish 
celebrate their patron saints. 
This year, St George's Day 
will fall on a Sunday - a won- 
derful opportunity for 
churches throughout the dio- 
cese to hold special St 
George's Day services. 

Gerry Hanson 
Iver Heath, Bucks 



The lesser evil? 

RICHARD Lawson defending 
the Christian soldier 
(December DOOR) ends his 
letter: 'Killing people is 

dreadful, but sometimes it is 
the lesser evil'. 

This is true, probably, of 
every sort of action which 
causes harm - and very few 
do not. Not only when men- 



aced by armed enemy do we 
decide that killing is the less- 
er evil - this concept defend- 
ed the dropping of bombs on 
civilians - even small children 
- in Hamburg, Dresden, 
Hiroshima. It was, I under- 
stand, accepted practice 
among the wounded on the 
battlefield to 'put out of their 
misery' those who clearly 
could not be restored to 
health. 

Yet we consider it not a 
lesser evil to kill someone 
who begs us to do so when 
we know that this person is 
desperately ill, can only get 
worse, is in pain which can- 
not be fully suppressed, is 
helpless, feels humiliated... 

* Assisted suicide is dread- 
ful, but surely sometimes, 
more obviously than bomb- 
ing cities, it is the lesser evil. 
Alison Adcock 
Oxford 



Has the church lost the 
plot ? 

I AM a regular churchgoer 
who enjoys going in the hope 
that it will give me a spiritu- 
al lift. However, I would like 
to class myself as a practising 
Christian and not a theoreti- 
cal one. We need to recruit 
more people back to the 
Church and to give them 
more moral guidance. The 
Bible is 'a guide to life' and 
the parable of The Good 
Samaritan is one of the/nost 
important lessons that we 
can learn from it. In our 
modern hurly burly world, it 
is very difficult to lead a 
good life and keep away 
from all of life's temptations. 
When I go to church I want 
the vicar to reinforce that I 
am trying to do the right 
thing and to recharge my 
batteries. We should be 
his/her instruments to go out 
into the world and do good 
for others just as Christ did 
for God. 

I am not sure of the train- 
ing involved for the ministry 
but I feel that some of it 
should be practical and that 
trainees should spend time 
with the homeless, drug 
addicts and street people just 
to see how some unfortunate 



people live. God loves us all 
and treats us all equally. He 
doesn't discriminate between 
black/white, homosexual or 
lesbian. Whereas I do not 
necessarily agree with same 
sex ‘marriages’, I do accept 
that people are not all het- 
erosexual and we and the 
Church must accept this. 

In my opinion I do not feel 
that the present Archbishop 
of Canterbury is the right 
man for the job. Yes he is a 
brilliant academic, but I am 
not thick and I have great 
difficulty understanding him 
at times. So how can the nor- 
mal man in the street relate 
to him? We have to recruit 
normal people to get them 
back to church and give them 
a sense of life's values. 

There are a lot of people 
out there who genuinely need 
help. These are just ordinary 
people who just want to earn 
a living and provide for their 
families. Unfortunately due 
to various circumstances they 
find themselves devoid of a 
partner, unemployed, and 
wjth confidence ebbing away, 
out on the streets and sinking 
into the abyss. These people 
need our practical help. 

We need more practical 
Christians and less theoreti- 
cal ones. So lets all make a 
new years resolution to not 
turn the other cheek but to 
try and find the time to help 
others in 2006. 

David Sheppard 
Aldworth 

From the Editorial Group 

We would be grateful if 
readers could restrict letters 
to 250 words. The Editor 
reserves the right to edit let- 
ters where necessary. 

Thank you for your contri- 
butions. Please do continue 
to respond to articles and 
issues raised in The DOOR 
and other religious press. 
Your opinions are valued. 

Please send all letters to the 
usual address: 

The Editor, 

The DOOR newspaper, 
North Hinksey Lane, 

Oxford, 

OX2 ONB. 




100 copies of the New English Hymnal available 
in return for small donation to Church funds. 
Please contact Rev Mark Blarney on 01491 
872196 to arrange collection. 
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Church and the environment 






How eco-friendly is 
your church? 

Carbon emissions produced by our western lifestyle are causing environmental damage and human suffering, the Diocesan 
Synod heard at its last meeting. Members agreed a motion urging everyone in our diocese, from individual parishioners to 
the Bishop of Oxford, to cut carbon emissions and make energy-saving changes at home and at church. The DOOR takes a 
look at ways of living a greener life, and what some parishes are already doing. 



bv the Revd Prof Ian James. Diocesan Environment Advisor 



WHENEVER we turn on a 
light or a television, start up 
our car, or turn up the heat- 
ing, we put extra carbon diox- 
ide into the atmosphere. It 
comes from carbon that has 
been locked away in the 
Earth’s crust for millions of 
years and once we let it into 
the atmosphere it spreads 
across the world in weeks. 

Carbon dioxide levels in the 
atmosphere are now a third 
higher than they were before 
the industrial revolution and 
higher than they have been for 
at least half a million years. 

It is expected this will warm 
the Earth’s surface, changing 
climate, creating droughts 
and floods, melting ice and 



leading to increasing numbers 
of violent storms. Scientists 
predict that, within a genera- 
tion, climate will change dras- 
tically, causing environmental 
damage and human suffering. 

V I believe carbon diox- 
ide and climate change 
to be a profoundly 
Christian issue/ 

Undoubtedly, poor people 
in undeveloped countries will 
suffer most, and rich con- 
sumers of the West will large- 
ly contribute to the problem. 

It is a truly global problem 
which begins with people like 
us. Carbon pollution is a 



response to our demand. Your 
long-haul holiday flight emits 
as much carbon into the 
atmosphere as when you run 
your car for a year. When you 
buy a kiwi fruit airfreighted 
from New Zealand, six times 
its weight in carbon is 
released into the atmosphere. 

I believe carbon dioxide 
and climate change to be a 
profoundly Christian issue. 

Among the world religions, 
Christianity places great value 
on the physical world about 
us. God created it and 
declared it to be good. God 
loved it so much that he 
became incarnate within it 
and suffered for it. 

Care for our world and all 



the people in it is not an 
optional extra for a few 
green-leaning Christians. It is 
central to the mission of the 
whole people of God. 

Our Diocesan Synod has 
asked all its Boards, 
Committees and Deaneries to 
look at their carbon emissions 
and identify ways to reduce 
them by 15% by 2010, in line 
with the Kyoto protocol. 

As Diocesan Environment 
Advisor I ask everyone in the 
Diocese to do their bit to meet 
this target, becoming more 
aware of, and responsible for, 
the ways in which our daily 
choices affect the output and 
result of carbon emissions. 

While acknowledging the 



constraints with ancient 
buildings and that change will 
often mean commitment ^o 
incurring some cost, let us all 
look at our options for heat- 
ing* systems in our Churches 
and homes? Can we car-share 
to services, work or meet- 
ings? Can we ensure new elec- 
trical items meet the highest 
energy efficiency standards? 
Can we insulate our homes 
and offices properly? Is car- 
bon-expensive air travel nec- 
essary, or could our business 
be done by email and holidays 
taken nearer home? 

Let’s not go down in history 
as the generation who recog- 
nised the problem but refused 
to do anything about it! 



What 



JOIN Operation Noah (a 
project of the environmental 
issues network of Churches 
Together in Britain and 
Ireland, and Christian 
Ecology Link) at the Wesley 
Memorial Methodist Church 
in Oxford on Saturday 11 
February for a packed pro- 
gramme on ‘Climate Change: 
What can Christians Do?’ 

Organisers promise chal- 
lenging speakers, including 
Ian James, Dr Paula Clifford 
of Christian Aid, and George 
Marshall, co-executive direc- 
tor of the Climate Outreach 
Information Network. 

Workshops will invite peo- 
ple to ‘Explore God’s love for 
His Universe’, ‘Share our 
visions of a better way of life’ 
and ‘...Bring about a revolu- 
tion of the heart’, as well as 
calculating how much carbon 
dioxide we are personally 
responsible for each year and 
practical advice on making 
changes. 

The day is open to everyone 
in the diocese (cost £4 or £2 
to the unwaged. To register 
interest email info@sageox- 
ford.org.uk, or call 01865 
516507. 



Parishioners take environmental action with energy-saving ideas 




Liz Jones with 'Iris', the energy-saving electric car 



LIZ Jones (above) and her 
family have switched to 
colourful ‘Iris’, their electric 
car, for journeys to services in 
their local Bridge Group of 
parishes, and for shopping 
and work. Iris is plugged in to 
a normal electrical socket 
each night and, fully charged, 
will travel around 30 miles. 
To make the most of their 
energy saving the Jones’ use a 



green electricity supplier. 
Ian Jones says of their ven- 
ture: ‘As with lots of people a 
great many of our daily jour- 
neys are short distances, so 
having Iris as our second car 
or even sometimes using our 
bicycles, is no hardship.’ 

When All Saints Church, in 
Wokingham, planned a new 
community centre (for church 



and community use) it incor- 
porated a number of energy 
saving initiatives in the design. 

Parishioner Anne King was 
instrumental in the planning 
of the centre: She says: ‘We 
included extra insulation and 
a high efficiency boiler, and 
use of local hot water heaters 
in the toilets and kitchen 
reduce losses in hot water dis- 
tribution around the building. 



We also have a heat recovery 
system on our ventilation 
units. 

‘To reduce reliance on elec- 
tric lighting our design made 
maximum use of daylight, and 
incorporated sensors to turn 
the toilet lights on and off.’ 

Anne says the church would 
like to have gone further and 
looked at solar collectors or 
photovoltaic cells and a grey 



water system, but were dis- 
couraged by the high capital 
cost at the time and difficulty 
of operation and maintenance 
without a professional facili- 
ties manager. 

She concludes: ‘We con- 
structed a building to last 100 
years and allow for change of 
use inside with minimal work 
on the structure. 

‘At the end of the day it is 
the appropriateness of the 
design for use of the building 
that gives the most sustainable 
solution, not just the energy 
saving and waste reduction 
measures you employ.’ 

All Saints Church recently 
received an Eco-congregation 
award for environmental 
work on its churchyard, with 
recognition of environmental 
measures incorporated in The 
Cornerstone. 

The Eco-congregation 
scheme encourages church 
communities to make the link 
between their Christian faith 
and environmental concerns, 
to take practical action in the 
church and its grounds, and to 
have a positive impact on the 
wider community. 

Another proud Eco-congre- 
gation is St Mary and St John 
Church on the Cowley Road 
in Oxford. Assessors praised 
the church’s project convert- 
ing their derelict Victorian 
cemetary into a peaceful green 
space for the local community 
to enjoy. The assessors, from 
Oxford City Council, Oxford 



Brookes University and Sage, 
Oxford's Christian 

Environmental Group, com- 
mended the teambuilding 
involved and the many links 
developed within the wider 
community. 

Also of interest was the 
church’s willingness to 
explore environmental con- 
servation options as part of 
planned major building 
works. New, energy efficient 
heaters are being installed in 
the church and a woodchip 
heating system (using renew- 
able resources) is being inves- 
tigated for the smaller rooms. 

Ruth Conway, the church’s 
project co-ordinator, told the 
DOOR: ‘While cost will 
always be an issue for already 
hard-pressed churches we 
want to communicate the 
urgency of the energy message 
- of conserving energy in every 
home, of switching to a green 
energy supplier, and seeking 
advice on grants available. 

‘It is the future of our own 
families, and families across 
the world that we acting now 
for.* 

Ruth says that St Mary and 
St John has been drawing 
attention to the Church’s 
place in environmental con- 
cerns with special services cel- 
ebrating God’s creation and 
acknowledging our human 
responsibility for its eco-sys- 
tems. It has also hosted LOAF 
(Locally produced, organical- 
ly grown. Animal Friendly and 
Fairly Traded) lunches. 



I 
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Church and the environment 



you can do 



Hagbourne school is national environment showcase 




Some of the pupils who helped to build the wind turbine photo Frank Blackwell 



Operation Noah invites peo- 
ple to -sign a ‘climate 
covenant’ calling on the 
Government to take action to 
cut carbon emissions, includ- 
ing negotiating an equitable 
global treaty, with a commit- 
ment to take action ourselves. 
Visit www.operationnoah.org 
for further details. 

Ruth Conway is on the 
national executive committee 
of Operation Noah. She urges 
individuals and congregations 
to at least find out more 
about green energy suppliers 
and costs, and about grants 
available for energy conserva- 
tion work at home and 
church. 

She suggests calling Thames 
Valley Energy Centre, for 
example, which can provide 
information and advice on 
domestic energy conservation, 
such as loft insulation, and 
how to reduce the costs of 
running a home, including 
details of financial help for 
people on income support. 

Thames Valley Energy can 
offer information and advice 
on suitable renewable energy 
sources for church and com- 
munity buildings. Contact Ian 
Bacon on 01635 817420. 



Local authorities can gener- 
ally offer advice and provide 
information about energy con- 
servation and suppliers. 
Hagbourne School Head, 
Richard Jones, told The 
DOOR that the local authori- 
ties had been very helpful and 
supportive of their eco- 
endeavours. 

Ian James, Diocesan 
Environment Advisor, is 
happy to visit your church, 
PCC or deanery to talk about 
climate change and discuss 
any questions you might have 
about local energy-saving 
projects. To contact Ian, tele- 
phone 0 1 344 45 1 1 55 or email 
Dr.I.NJames@btinternet.com 
Other useful websites include: 
Information about solar 
power and how to reduce 
your impact on climate 
change from www.good-ener- 
gy.co.uk which provides 100 
per cent renewable electricity. 

An impartial list of green 
energy sources is available 
from Green Energy UK on 
0845 456 9550, or log on to 
www.greenelectricity.org 
For details about becoming 
an eco-congregation look at 
www.eco-congregation@rase.org 
or call 01865 516507. 



HAGBOURNE C of E 

Primary School was the first 
primary school in 
Oxfordshire to achieve an 
Eco Schools award, from 
ENCAMS, the national envi- 
ronment charity behind the 
Keep Britain Tidy campaign. 
Hagbourne School is com- 
mitted to environmental 
awareness and action, from 
making and using its own 
wind turbine to creating an 
allotment area in the school 
grounds to help supply 
home-grown vegetables for 
its school meals. 

Headmaster, Richard 
Jones, says: ‘We were lucky, 
some years ago, to welcome 
an outreach worker from the 
local Northmoor Trust to 
teach us about sustainabili- 
ty. Since then the environ- 
ment has remained an inte- 
gral part of our curriculum. 

As well as building the 
turbine, which creates 24V 
of electricity for the school’s 
use, there are solar panels 
which help heat the school 
swimming pool. 

Pupils have designed a 
metering system to learn 
what it means when an amp 
of electricity is generated, 
and they understand the 
benefits of simple actions 



such as switching off lights 
when you leave a room, and 
shutting doors to keep heat 
in, as well as the need to 
find alternative, sustainable 
forms of energy for the 
future. 

Richard says: ‘I think, they 
probably go home and nag 
their parents to do the same!’ 



‘In the main, parents have 
been very supportive of our 
environmental aims and 
projects.’ 

A walking bus to and 
from the school each day is 
another idea that is proving 
a success, giving the children 
exercise as well as reducing 
car use. 



More information about 
Hagbourne School’s eco-ini- 
tiatives can be found on 
their website: www.hag- 

bourne.oxon.schuk/ecotas- 
tic/ 

For information about 
ENCAMS Eco Schools pro- 
gramme log on to www.glob- 
alactionplan.org.uk 



Breathtaking 

Like a deflating balloon Sangita's lungs are shrinking 
The cure costs the price of a tank of petrol. 

But Sangita's too poor to afford it. 




Breathtaking. Isn't it? 



>killerT8 







Tearfund's new pack for 2006. 

With resources for your church including DVD, posters, CD-Rom and OHPs. 

Order it now. inspire your church. Challenge your soul. Feed your mind. Stop TB. 



Available now for £9.95 
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A Taste of Heaven 



By Emma Garrow 

The visitor who steps off 
the ferry onto the jetty at 
Iona may have large expec- 
tations of this tiny island 



on the very edge of the 
British isles. Beyond the 
billboard advertising the 
island’s attractions, up the 
path past the village shop, 
round corners to hotels 



WtudJtey, 

Whalley, Clitheroe, Lancashire BB7 9SS 
Tel: 01254 828400 Email: office@whalleyabbey.org 

Whalley Abbey is the Retreat and Conference Centre of the 
Diocese of Blackburn. We offer: 

• a programme of retreats and quiet days; 

• a peaceful venue for private retreatants; 

• facilities for parish group conferences and weekends. 

Gui&KIMffoAA Ob 
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SPA Treatments & 
Golf breaks 

IN THE CZECH REPUBLIC 








Packages including Flights, Transfers 
and 4/5 star Accommodation 

Treatment Stay 
Anti-Stress Program 
Wellness & Relaxation 
Romantic Stay 
Honeymoon Stay 
Wandering through History 
Golfers Oasis, includes 2 green fees (for 2 nights) 

0I75J 583423 

Web: www.Euro-Dream.co.uk 
Email: Admin@Euro-Dream.co.uk 





and ruins, galleries and 
monuments, what new- 
comers may really be 
looking for is that special 
something previous visi- 
tors have come away 



exclaiming about: a taste 
of heaven on earth. 

When St Colomba landed 
at what is now Colomba’s 
Bay at the south of the 
island in the middle of the 



sixth century, he had no 
assistance from signposts 
and open doors to guide 
him to Iona’s delights. But 
something about the beach 
of many coloured pebbles 



TRAVELLERS TOGETHER 



invites church leaders (at all levels) to a day to invigorate, 
encourage and redevelop your sense of purpose - worship and 
celebration, teaching and challenge, quiet reflection and 
planning. 

Let us travel together on a journey into a stronger and more 
purposeful future. 

Centre for Reflection (Didcot, Oxon) April 22 9.30 - 3.30 

Turvey Abbey (Bedfordshire) May 18 9.30 - 3.30 

For more information/booking: 

Telephone: 01908 394 575 
Email: traveltogether@btinternet.com 
Download from: http://groups.msn.com/TravellersTogether 



Retreats at Lattendales 
Centre for Wellbeing ’ 
(Greystoke, Penrith, Cumbria). 

Join courses on meditation & enneagrams. 
Enjoy healing atmosphere, beautiful gardens, 
lovely walks, home-cooked food. 

Tel. 01768 483229 
www.lattendales.org 
<http://www.lattendales.org> 

reg. charity no. 264223 



HOLIDAY COURSES 
WHY NOT 

LEARN A NEW SKILL 






Sailing - Canoeing ~ Walking 
Tri-activity Weeks 
Residential or Non-residential 
Families Individuals & Groups 




Telephone 01983 522195 or visit 

www.medinavalleycentre.org.uk 

/ 

FS)0k r c--‘~ " : AALAi 



2075 5715 ^ 



Big discounts for church groups 
hurry to secure your preferred dates 



A Teed time 

to think, ir&st and 

pnrczy? 

Join the Sisters of the 
Order of the Holy 
Paraclete in the 
beautiful, peaceful 
surroundings of St. 
Oswald’s high above 
the Esk valley, close to 
the moors and sea. 

Full hoard, or self* 
catering in our new 
Grimston Rooms. 

For further details 
contact the Sister in 
Charge at St Oswald’s 
Pastoral Centre, 
Woodlands Drive, 
Sleights, Whitby, North 
Yorks. YO 21 1RY 

01947 810 496 

ohpstos@globalnet.co.uk 
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Retreats 

on Earth 



and the moorland must have 
attracted him since he developed 
here a spiritual life continued 
today by the Iona Community and 
other Christian residents and pil- 
grims. When George Macleod 
rebuilt the ruined abbey on the site 
of Colomba’s original place of 
worship in 1938, and alongside a 
community of crofters, he was 
restoring a reminder that Iona has 
been a place of prayer for cen- 
turies. 

Prayer happens on Iona not just in 
the Abbey, but on its white sand 
beaches, on its golf course at the 
gloriously named Bay at the Back 
of the Ocean, on its moorland and 
beside its ancient stone crosses. It 
is not difficult on Iona, even in 
August, to find a secluded place to 
be quiet and alone. The whole 
island can be used as a prayer 
labyrinth, drawing many who may 
not even profess a distinct faith, 
but who feel “something special, 
something spiritual” on Iona. 

This means that deep and mean- 
ingful conversations with strangers 
can seem far from strange, as we 
found when we stayed at the Iona 
hostel, a private hostel at the north 
end of the island on a croft breed- 
ing black horned sheep in sight of 
Staffa. Towards mid-evening, as 
we prepared to walk down to the 
Abbey for one of the daily servic- 




& 



CLARIDGE HOUSE 

Lingfield, Surrey. 

Enjoy a week end away 



on a retreat/course with a 
healing focus. 

Relax on an attractively 
priced mid week break, 

4 nights full board from 
£110 (usually £50 / night). 
Vegetarian, n/s. 

Details: 0845 345 7281 

www.claridgehouse.quaker.eu. 

org 



es, we would inevitably find that 
most others around the common 
room table had the same plan. 
Meeting people, sharing in a real 
way with them, eating round the 
same table, playing games, talking 
deeply, helped to take the crust off 
our workaday ways while we rest- 
ed, explored, and made our per- 
sonal pilgrimages. 

A good starting point for a pil- 
grimage to Iona, if not joining 
with one of the Iona Community 
retreat weeks, are the morning and 
evening services at the Abbey, led 
by the Community and open to 
all. On Tuesdays the Community 
leads pilgrimage walks around the 
island for anyone interested, one 
across boggy moorland, the other 
along roads. The longer, moorland 
walk is especially to be recom- 
mended if you have good boots, 
but even those wearing sandals 
have the opportunity to draw a life 
lesson from footwear: stepping 
into a bog paradoxically provides 
firmer security than tiptoeing nerv- 
ously around it. 

The walk stops at significant 
points for reflection, for example, 
the old nunnery, the war memori- 
al, Colomba’s Bay, and introduces 
newcomers to parts of the island 
less easy to discover alone, while 
providing an opportunity to learn 
something of Iona’s history and 



THE • 

EIRENE 
CENTRE 

A lovely peaceful country setting near Oundle, 
Northants. Ideal for day conferences /seminars/ 
retreats for up to 40 with sleeping accommodation 
for up to 12 people in 6 twin rooms. Self catering 
with fully equipped kitchen. Historic peace library. 
Large garden. Reasonable rates. 

Contact Fellowship of Reconciliation on 
01865 748796. E-mail: office@for.org.uk. 

Web: www.for.org.uk 



f\ The famous religion-free, child-friendly 

I o\ Clergy Family Holidays 

qJ 1 Families in busy ministries need stress-free 
JZ holidays. Sample ours this summer. 

CO I 30 th July - 5 rt August or 6 th - 12 th August 

ffis' www.sheldon.uk.com smm@sheldon.uk.com 

\ / Sheldon, Dunsford, Exeter EX6 7LE 
^ 01647-252752. reg charity 327394 
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find its traditional pulse points. 

But even without this introduction, 
it is not hard to stop and stare on 
Iona, particularly on days when 
every colour of the rainbow seems 
visible in the ocean and sky, giving 
a sense of being quite simply on 
the edge of the world with only 
heaven beyond. 

For information on the Iona 
Community’s programme for 2006 
and how to book, visit iona.org.uk 
To stay at the Iona Hostel, visit 



BARBADOS 
ST. JAMES 

Luxury Beach Front 
cottages, villas, studio. 

020 8232 8128 

Web: www.barbados 
privatevillas.com 




EXMOUTH 

DEVON 

Self-catering bungalow 
on edge of town. 
Sea 1 !4 miles. 
Sleeps 4/6. 
Enclosed garden. 

Brochure:- 
01395 274738 






MERGANSER CRUISES 

Come cruising with us on our 
converted 8-passenger barge 
MERGANSER in France In 2006. 

A REAL TREAT! Very relaxing, 
wonderful food and interesting 
conducted tours. Single travellers 
always welcome and no supplements. 
Special rates available for parties of 5 
or over. MERGANSER, DEPT CE, 31 
Wellington St, Hertford SG14 3 AN. 
Tel: 01992 550616 
Email: ukwh@bargedirect.com 




BULGARIA 

2 bed apartment, overlooking 
pool, In southern black sea 
resort of Sunny Beach, 20 miles 
from Bourgas airport Sleeps up 
to 6. Fully equipped. 5/10 min 
walk to blue flag beach and 
3km from world heritage village 
of Nessebar. All services and 
restaurants on doorstep. 
Season starts May 2006 
TEL 01280 848393 



ionahostel.co.uk or call 01681 
700781 



An invitation to join a Pilgrimage 
To 

THE HOLY LAND 
26th May - 5th June 2006 
(Ascensiontide - Pentecost) 

Led by 

Reverend Brian Spence 

(an experienced tour leader) 

Details and brochures from 
St Mark’s House. Englefield. Reading. RG7 5EP 
(0118 930 2227 or brian@stmarkshouse.f9.co.uk) 



FLORIDA 

Orlando 

4 bed, 3 bath, air- 
conditioned privately 
owned villa. Sleeps 8/1 0, 
own pool, minutes from 
Disney, Universal Studios. 
Full details / brochure 
Guy & Helen Hurrell 

Tel: 01865 326776 



SOMERSET 

HELWELL BAY 
WATCHET 
Caravans & chalets 
overlooking the sea. 

Half Price for Senior Citizens 

Tel: 01984 631781 

www.helwellbay.co.uk 



Holiday Villa to Rent in 

BARBADOS 

This spacious Villa is 
situated in St Michael, 
and features three 
bedrooms two bathrooms. 
Just 20 minutes walk to 
the nearest beach. 

Tel 01908 607639 



ALGARVE 



Luxury 3 bed Villa (all en-surte) 
Sleeps 6/8, near Carvoeiro. 
Own pool, all mod cons. 
Situated on Pestana Golf Resort 
Golf, Tennis, Outdoor bowls. 
Full details and brochure: 
Brian Chambers 



Tel: 02380 265683 



DEVON 

FARM COTTAGES 

3 miles beautiful North Coast, 

2 miles Exmoor, sleep 2-6. 

Heated Indoor Pool. 

Games Bam. Peace and 
quiet in secluded 34 acres. 

Short breaks available 
Tel: 01271 882376 
www.northcotemanorfarm.co.uk 



TRAVEL INSURANCE 



Arranged for The Door Readers 
ANNUAL TRAVEL INSURANCE 



From only £09.95 per couple in Europe 
From only £129.95 per couple Worldwide 



Sll 


INSURANCE 


FTm 


JIB 


2 Weeks Europe - 
From only £18.95 per person 

(Price Vary Depending On Age) 


itlPBHfttiPf 

MlIHREt 



afSjS We have Top Quality Travel Insurance with 
ffln higher than normal age limits 

We can now sell annual insurance for people up to 80 years of age. 

60% Less Than Most High Street Agents 
Regulated & Licenced by the F.S.A. 

Call For Details 

B 0116 272 0500 SB 
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Fairtrade Foo 




Five Fruit Marmalade 

by our cookery writer Ann Way 

My husband, Leslie, loves marmalade and I usually make about a year's supply when the Seville 
oranges come in at the end of January. But a change is always pleasant and with all the limes, 
lemons, mandarins, grapefruit and large Navel oranges in the shops it is quite fun to experi- 
ment. This recipe, with the pectin-filled sugar available now, makes it possible to have a nice 
change from the ordinary thick Seville marmalade. Wishing you all a Happy New Year. 

Ingredients vou 's mcrmemiwc 

1 large sweet orange 

2 Clementines or Satsumas 
1 pink grapefruit 
1 lime 

1 lemon and juice of one lemon ^ 

1.5 pints (30 fl oz) water 
41b (1.75kg) jam sugar containing pectin 

Method 

This marmalade is made in a pressure cooker. 

Wash the fruit in very hot water to remove any wax. Cut fruit into halves and squeeze out the 
juice, then sieve this into half the water retaining the pips. 

Scoop out the pith from the fruit skins and place this, with the pips, into a muslin jelly bag. Tie 
the top tightly and place in with the water and juice. Then add the peel and cook on high for 10 
minutes. Let the pressure return to normal at room temperature. 

Open the cooker and take out the fruit skins. Cut or mince finely (this can be done before cook- 
ing but it is much easier afterwards) then return the shredded peel to the pressure cooker and 
add the second half of the water and sugar. Bring to the boil, stirring continually, then turn the 
heat down a little and continue stirring until all the sugar has dissolved. This is very important 
as any remaining undissolved sugar will cause the marmalade to crystalise during storage. 

Bring mixture back to a rolling boil until setting point is reached. Use a jam thermometer or 
place a little marmalade on a cold plate, let it cool, then test by pushing it with a finger. It 
should wrinkle thickly when ready. Pour into sterilised jars and seal. 




Lent study guides 



EACH year a number of charities offer study 
packs for use during Lent. If your church has- 
n’t already chosen its study course for 2006 
here are some you might consider. 

The Mission to Seafarers has produced a 
special parish Lent course as part of the cele- 
brations for its 150th anniversary. 

Written by the Revd. Sharon Swaine with 
small parishes in mind, the six-week course 
looks at the Book of Psalms and is based on 
the six themes of praise, power, help, educa- 
tion, justice and hope - all of which are linked 
to the work of the society. 

Accompanying notes for group leaders 
include optional material about the sea, seafar- 
ers and the Mission’s worldwide ministry. 

For further details contact Mrs Kathy 
Baldwin on 020 7248 5202, or visit the chari- 
ty’s website pr@missiontoseafarers.org 

Free Lent study packs ar£ available from 
Harvest Help and the Methodist Relief and 
Development Fund. 

The pack, called Our Common Ground, is 
jointly devised by the two national overseas 
development charities and offers resources to 
encourage learning, praying, giving and practi- 
cal action in support of some of the world’s 
poorest people. 

As well as being suitable for Lent the chari- 



ties say the pack could be used at any time of 
year. 

Contact Harvest Help on 01952 260699, 
email Kevin@harvesthelp.org or call MRDF on 
0207 467 5132, www.mrdf.org.uk 

This year USPG has prepared a five-week 
course exploring the words of Jesus when he 
said: ‘I have come that you might have life in 
all its fullness’. The course asks what these 
words might mean in a world of widespread 
poverty and includes interviews with 
Christians in Malawi, questions for group dis- 
cussion, prayers and suggestion for practical 
action, as well as photographs and back- 
ground material on Malawi. To order a copy 
email USPG at enquires@uspg.org.uk 

Action is called for with the WaterAid 2006 
Lent pack. 

As part of its Lent appeal, WaterAid is 
encouraging church groups to collect ‘J ars of 
Change for Jars of Water’ to help some of the 
poorest communities in the world gain access 
to life’s most basic essentials. 

Churches can order a free Church Lent pack 
which includes jar stickers, activities for chil- 
dren, talk outline and magazine articles and 
posters. To request a Jar of Grace pack tele- 
phone 0870 606 3377 or visit 

www. unicef . org. uk/j ar of grace 




NEWSPAPER 



THE 2006 CHURCH OF ENGLAND NEWSPAPER DIARY 

The perfect way to keep all your appointments in view! 

The Church of England Newspaper Diary 2006 includes Notable Dates for the whole year, including important dates in the Church 
calendar, a year planner, and even a wine vintage chart. Full 
colour world maps, a national rail network map and a London Underground map 
appear alongside, making it an invaluable resource. In royal blue 
it presents the diary in a week-to-view format. At only £3.50 
(including post and packing), it makes an ideal diary for the 
active Christian, and it makes an even better gift. Why not buy 
one for yourself and another for a friend? 

To order, fill in your details below and send with a cheque or postal 
order made payable to The Church of England Newspaper. 

Your Name Address 



%f*»en*bnr 

itii- 






Postcode 



Address 



Name for gift diary 



Postcode 



Please send your order, with money, to 
The Church of England Newspaper Diary, Fourth Floor, 
Central House, 142 Central Street, London, EC1V 8AR. 
Please allow 28 days for delivery, although we will end« 



fulfill orders much sooner. 
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cuddesdon and Hnk parishes Christian study links Oxford and China 

welcome ‘K & K’ visitors J 




RELATIONSHIPS with our 
South African link diocese of 
Kimberley and Kuruman 
(K&K) were boosted recently 
with a visit of 10 priests to the 
Oxford diocesan Training and 
Portfolio team at Ripon 
College, Cuddesdon. 

The visitors delighted 
Cuddesdon students with 
their sung Eucharist and 
joined in fully with college life 
for the fortnight of their stay. 
They also spent time at the 
weekends with K&K link 
parishes, and visited Oxford. 



Guided by diocesan staff 
they studied Old Testament, 
theological reflection, conflict 
and change, and adult educa- 
tion, as part of their continu- 
ing ministerial education. 

The Revd Beren Hartless, 
principal of the diocesan 
OLM scheme said: They con- 
tinue to enjoy our Portfolio 
approach of assessment, 
introduced to them in South 
Africa, and have gone home 
with the intention of complet- 
ing further Portfolio Gifts and 
Competencies.’ 



THE coming year promises to 
be a busy one for The Centre 
for the Study of Christianity 
in China (CSCIC) - a new 
academic initiative in Oxford. 

Headed by the Revd Dr 
Chris Hancock and his col- 
league Dr Chloe Starr, the 
centre will focus on the histo- 
ry, cultural contribution, the- 
ological development and 
recent substantial growth of 
the Christian Church in the 
People’s Republic of China. 

A non-denominational, 
interdisciplinary resource, it 
aims to ‘promote global 
awareness of, and thoughtful 
engagement with the history 
and traditions of the Chinese 
Church, and encourage non- 
political dialogue between 
Chinese Christians and the 
Western world’. 

Coming at a time of mas- 
sive industrial and economic 
growth in China, Dr Starr 
says the centre is also well 
timed to play a part in pro- 
moting understanding of the 



contribution of Christianity 
to contemporary China and 
Chinese culture. 

She says: ‘The Christian 
church in China has under- 
gone huge growth in the last 
15 years. People now have, in 
law, a freedom to worship at 
registered churches, though 
there has also been a huge 
growth in non-registered 
churches which has come 
after the pain and suffering of 
the Cultural Revolution. 

Another modern phe- 
nomenon of interest 
to researchers is the 
emergence of 
'Cultural Christians', 
says Dr Starr 

On a recent trip to China 
Dr Hancock - who has taught 
Christian theology in Beijing 
and Peking universities for 
several years - reported: ‘It 
was my privilege to preach 



and teach at one of the regis- 
tered churches in Beijing. It 
was the first Church to re- 
open in Beijing after the 
Cultural Revolution... (the 
congregation is about 
5,000)... on the Saturday 
evening two other former stu- 
dents attended (one of whom 
is a provincial head in the reg- 
istered church with his flock 
of 600,000!).’ 

Another modern phenome- 
non of interest to researchers 
is the emergence of ‘Cultural 
Christians’, says Dr Starr: 
‘They are a growing group of 
well-educated people, literate 
in Christian Studies, generally 
non-baptised, who adhere to 
Christfan principles and the- 
ology but choose not to wor- 
ship in Church.’ 

The CSCIC is already forg- 
ing links with Chinese theolo- 
gians and Church leaders. As 
well as Dr Hancock’s oppor- 
tunities to speak and preach 
at Chinese universities and 
Churches, the centre will this 



year host an international 
conference: ‘Church and State 
in China Today’, as well as 
fortnightly seminars during 
the Oxford University terms 
on aspects of Sino-Christian 
Studies, and public lectures on 
themes relating to 
Christianity in China. 

Young scholars will be 
actively encouraged by the 
CSCIC to pursue research in 
Sino Christian studies and the 
centre has already received a 
number of applications for 
scholarships, including one 
from the president of a 
Chinese University. In addi- 
tion it plans to offer summer 
schools for graduate and post- 
doctoral students from the 
People’s Republic of China. 

Collaboration will also con- 
tinue with the US on a web- 
based dictionary of Chinese 
Christian biography, as well 
as other publications. 

For more information 
about the CSCIC in Oxford 
log on to www.cscic.com 







The Mission to Seafarers 



Exciting, challenging, romantic. These are all words that a 
life on the ocean waves bring to mind. But lonely, 
dangerous and poorly paid is sometimes more accurate. 

Ships can be a tough workplace, as well as taking 
seafarers far from home, family and friends. The Mission 
to Seafarers offers a listening ear, friendship and spiritual 
support to thousands of seafarers worldwide as well as 
practical help in justice and welfare cases. 



We are a mission agency of the Church of England and 
depend entirely on donations to do this work so please 
remember seafarers this year and especially on 
Sea Sunday July 9. 

To donate online or for more information on our 
1 50th anniversary events, please visit 
www.missiontoseafarers.org or contact us. 







Caring for seafarers 
around the world 



The Mission to Seafarers, 

St. Michael Paternoster Royal, 

College Hill, London EC4R 2RL 

Tel: 020 7248 5202 Fax: 020 7248 476 

Email: pr@missiontoseafarers.org 

Registered Charity No. 212432 
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Opening up Training Possibilities 



MA 

IN THEOLOGY 
^MINISTRY 



The MA programme aims to develop graduates 
equipped to play a leading role in the develop- 
ment of Christian ministry and mission in the UK 
and internationally as practitioners, educators and 
enablers of the whole people of God. The Durham 
MA in Theology and Ministry is designed to pro- 
vide high quality in-service training for clergy and lay ministers from every 
Christian denomination. 




ST JOHN’S 
COLLEGE 



We aim to offer postgraduate training which: 



• Is focused around the urgent needs of 
the contemporary church. 

• Integrates theological understanding and 
the practice of ministry. 



• Is to a very huh academic standard through 
the link with me University of Durham. 



Offers the opportunity for 2 or 3 weeks 




• Enables you to train others. • Is practically orientated. 

The course began in 2001 and we now have over 90 students enrolled. It is 
in process of continuous expansion - this year one module will be taught entirely 
on-line and from summer 2005 we joined the Dept of Theology in offering a 
Doctor of Ministry programme. 




DURHAM 



For more information contact: The Warden's Secretary, Cranmer Hall/W.S.C. 

St John's College 3 South Bailey Durham DH1 3RJ 
www.durham.ac.uk/cranmer Tel: 0191 334 3894 Email: sj-cranmer-hall@durham.ac.uk 



St Stephen's House 

Oxford 

An Anglican Theological College 

and 

Hall of the University of Oxford 

We offer a range of Theology degrees and Ministerial 
qualifications at graduate and undergraduate levels, including: 

• Diploma in Ministry 

• Bachelor of Theology (BTh) 

• Bachelor of Arts (BA) 

• Diploma in Theology 

• Master in Theology (MTh) in Applied Theology 

• Research degrees 

(A number of qualifications can be done either full-time or part-time.) 

Informal visits and discussions arranged. Make a note in your diaries 
to come and meet staff and students during the 

Open Day on Saturday, 6th May 2006 

A chance to look around the college and talk to staff and students. 

Prospectus/further information from 
The Academic Secretary 

St Stephen’s House, 16 Marston Street, Oxford 0X4 IJX 

Tel: 01865 432305 e-mail: admissions@ssho.ox.ac.uk 
www.ssho.ox.ac.uk 

Charity Number: 309693 




When Lis Goddard and Jenni 
Williams were undergraduates 
together, Lis thought the church 
would never ordain her, and Jenni 
wasn’t even a Christian. 21 years 
later, they’re both ordained and 
training others for ministry at 
Wycliffe Hall. Here they reflect 
together on their experience of 
selection and training, and the pos- 
sibilities for women with families 
who are in training. 

• 

Lis: 

I am not sure that the Church knew 
what it was taking on in priesting 
women. 

I was in the first wave to go to a 
selection conference after the vote 
went through. Jonathan was 8 
months old. My selectors clearly 
found it difficult that the mother of 
such a young child would want to 
train full time, that I could have a 
joint vocation with my husband, 
and that we were planning to job 
share. Had we not had a wonder- 
fully supportive bishop, I don’t 
know where we would be now. 

We went to Cranmer Hall in 1994 
with small children to begin our 
training. We knew that we were 
going to have to fit in lectures and 
seminars whilst juggling the chil- 
dren. Cranmer worked well for us 
with an on site morning creche. 

Living in a college community was 
really important for us. To survive 
we had to run a tight ship and we 



StWYCLIFFE HALL 

MW OXFORD 



"As a curate in Liverpool I 
constantly refer back to what I 
learnt at Wycliffe. It helps me to 
serve the people in this area and to 
point them to the love of Jesus". 

Rev Kate Wharton, St Luke's Church 
West Derby, Liverpool 



For more information on training at Wycliffe contact: 

Wycliffe Hall 
54 Banbury Road 
Oxford. 0X2 6PW 
01865 284876 
info @ wycliffe.ox.ac.uk 
www.wycliffe.ox.ac.uk 



were pushed to the limit, but in a 
sense that is what training is all 
about. It is not just about doing 
some theology. It is about coming 
apart from all the comfortable and 
comforting things and offering 
everything to God, allowing him to 
take us apart and put us together 
again. Cranmer was not an easy 
place to be, but the care of the 
Christian community through a 
wilderness time took me to a new 
place. 

They entertained my children so 
that I could sleep, and volunteered 
to do our creche duties when child- 
hood illnesses meant we were 
falling behind. They cooked us 
meals when we were so tired that 
baked beans were a chore, and we 
were facing broken nights. They 
loved us and shared their lives with 
us. By embracing each others’ 
needs, a college community learns 
what it means to follow the call of 
God. 

As they nurtured me, God taught 
me what it meant to be a mother 
who was called to serve, who had 
to trust her husband to be able to 
parent and to do his share in the 
house. I learnt what it meant to be 
a woman with a vocation to teach 
and preach, to pastor and minister 
the sacraments. 

Jenni: 

Jon and I both went forward for 
selection at the same time. The 
DDO sent us on the rounds of the 
evangelical colleges, and we felt a 
real sense of belonging when we 
visited Wycliffe. When Jon was 
recommended and I wasn’t, I was 
still happy to move with him as my 
job was ‘portable’, but I felt ques- 
tions about my own calling were 
still unanswered. Wycliffe has a 
policy of encouraging spouses to 
study at a quarter of the fees if they 
want to. After a year the Diocese 
agreed to support us so that I could 
be an independent student. It’s a 
good model for those spouses who 
want and expect an active part in 
ministry. Halfway through my time 
I went again to a selection confer- 
ence and was accepted. 

My time at Wycliffe was a great 
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Wycliffe Hall 




experience. I don’t remember any- 
thing but encouragement from both 
staff and students. It was a won- 
derful time, even though I had to 
face tough issues about calling and 
belief. It was a good environment 
to explore a calling. I was treated 
as myself, not just as an addition to 
Jon, and that was a healing experi- 
ence. I loved the community: the 
teaching, the support, the times to 
pray together, the discussions. In a 



college environment where people 
spend a lot of time together, discus- 
sions can be honest at the same 
time as caring and gracious. The 
community can envelop people in 
love. Wycliffe had (still has) some 
students who don’t think women 
should be ordained, but I was treat- 
ed with nothing but courtesy, both 
as an independent and as an ordi- 
nand. 



After Wycliffe I found myself on 
the Northern Ordination Course 
for two more years as Jon was 
ordained in Manchester. The 
strength of NOC was the 
encounter with different church 
traditions. 

One of the greatest treasures I 
found in both training contexts 
was the graciousness of friends in 
unexpected places. Among people 
who were being transformed by 
the love of Jesus, I found that 
beliefs about who can be called by 
God are transformed too. 

We are both really excited about 
forming women and men for 
ordained ministry in a full-time 
setting. We know it isn’t always 
easy with the changes it demands, 
but training full time creates a com- 
munity set aside for a common pur- 
pose. The community learns to 
pray together, to learn from scrip- 
ture together, to laugh together, to 
cry together. Because everyone is in 
an ‘in-between’ place, there is a 
freedom to open up, and out of this 
openness come deep, lasting friend- 
ships that remain throughout the 



years of ministry. There is time and 
space to explore and deepen both 
faith and sense of vocation. 

We wonder how many women with 
families feel that full-time training 
is just not an option for them, and 
never even consider it. Why not 
fund a husband of an ordinand to 
take a career break so that his wife 
can train at a college? If we’re seri- 
ous about allowing women priests 
into the full ministry of the church, 
we need to make sure their training 
possibilities are genuinely as open 
as those of men. 

Our passion is to see women with 
families able to make a choice 
about what’s right for them, their 
formation and their future ministry. 
Whether college or course, it mat- 
ters that every training institution is 
able to say to women with families, 
‘If you come to us, we will make it 
work for you.’ 




M inisln 
Course 



Open Evening 
l(>th Mav, 200(> 

at 

Ripon College 
Cuddesdon 



OMC is a continuing expression of the St Albans & Oxford Ministry Course. 

It is based at, and operates in partnership with, Ripon College Cuddesdon. 
The part-time Certificate and Diploma in Theology and Ministry, validated by the 
University of Oxford, is open to ordinands, lay leaders, independent students and 
those engaged in the diocesan portfolio programme. 



C all Mrs Gill Prallo on: 0 1 8G5 20S 2(>0 
or visit w\v\v.o\ min.org. tik 




LONDON 

SCHGDLOF 

THEOLOGY 

The new name for London Bible College 



CertHE • DipHE • BA Hons 

Theology, Music & Worship 

CertHE • DipHE • BA Hons 

Theology & Counselling / 

CertHE • DipHE • BA Hons 

Postgraduate Degrees 

MA • MTh • MPhil • PhD 

< Open Learning 



Visit us on OPEN PAY 

Saturday n March, lion, -dpn, 



r • 



Green Lane • Northwood • Middlesex • HA6 2UW 
1 01923 456 000 {01923 456 001 info@lstac.uk www.lst.ac.uk 
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The Doorpost is a free service for churches to advertise their events and is 
designed to be hung on church noticeboards. Please send your events to 
door@oxford.angiican.org or by post to Church House. 

The deadline for the March issue is Wednesday 8 February 



Notices Exhibitions 



FEBRUARY 

Thu 2 OXFORD (South 
Hinksey) Presentation of the 
Lord: Solemn Mass and blessing 
of the New Lady Chapel, lighting 
and refurbishment, 7.30pm; 
refreshments. 01865 245879. 

Thu 2 OXFORD Retired Clergy 
Association, Priory Room, Christ 
Church Cathedral: 10.15am cof- 
fee; 10.30am ‘Jewish and 
Christian believing now’. Bishop 
Kenneth Cragg. 01865 883805. 
Sat 4 BANBURY The Big Sing 
with Tony Phelan and members of 
the Iona Community, St Mary’s 
Church 2pm. Free; retiring collec- 
tion. 01295 250816; www. 
stmaryschurch-banbury.org.uk. 
Hie 7 NEWBURY ‘Inspiration 
8c Hope in the Anglican 
Communion’, St George’s 
Church, Wash Common (on 
A343): 7pm Eucharist of 

Candlemas (Bishop Stephen pre- 
siding and preaching); 7.45pm 
refreshments; 8.15-9.30pm meet- 
ing and discussion: ‘The future of 
Anglicanism: still catholic and 
reforming?’ Revd Richard Jenkins 
(Affirming Catholicism). 01635 
41128, <ardagh. waiter l@btinter- 
net.com>. 

Fri 10 READING Organ recital, 
St Mary’s Minster 12.15pm. 0118 
940 3209. 

Sat 11 OXFORD (Cowley) 
Snowdrop weekend St James’ 
Church, Beauchamp Lane, 
10.30am-4pm. Snowdrops and 
other spring flowers in church- 
yard. Refreshments, ample park- 
ing. 01865 453257. 

Sat 18 OXFORD (Cowley) 
Snowdrop weekend St James’ 
Church, Beauchamp Lane, 
10.30am-4pm. Snowdrops and 



other spring flowers in church- 
yard. Refreshments, ample park- 
ing. 01865 453257. 

Sat 18 HENLEY-ON-THAMES 

Elgar’s The Kingdom by Henley 
Choral Society, St Mary’s Parish 
Church, 7.30pm. 

Sun 19 AMERSHAM Sacred 
Space: creative, contemplative 
worship on third Sundays each 
month at St Michael and All 
Angels Church, Sycamore Rd; this 
month: Taize worship, 6pm. 
01494 727553. 

Fri 24 READING Organ recital 
St Mary’s Minster 12.15pm. 0118 
940 3209. 

Fri 24 FINGEST (Hambleden 
Valley near Henley) Healing 
Service, laying on of hands and 
anointing at Holy Communion, 
10.15am. 01491 571231. 

Fri 24 BENSON Official open- 
ing of new Benson C of E Primary 
School, Oxford Rd, by Bishop 
Colin Fletcher 10.30am; day of 
fun for school and community. 
Sat 25 READING Organ recital 
Caversham Heights Methodist 
Church 7.30pm. 0118 940 3209. 
Sun 26 MILTON KEYNES 
Service to celebrate ongoing ecu- 
menical commitment, Christ the 
Cornerstone, 6pm. 

MARCH 

Thu 9 SUTTON COURTENAY 

Praying Together: discussion on 
inter-faith prayer led by Revd 
Marcus Braybrooke, The Abbey 

7.30-9.30pm. 01865 407566. 
Sat 11 DORCHESTER 
Reading Bach Choir performs 
Bach’s B Minor Mass, Dorchester 
Abbey, 7.30pm, Tickets 0118 947 
0102, <tickets@readingbachchoir. 
org>. Information 0118 942 
8238. 



Vocation 

Thu 23 February 

Berkshire Vocations Fellowship: 
‘The Unconditional Yes’, an 
evening to explore the theology of 
vocation, Bishop Stephen Cottrell, 
St Nicolas Church, Earley, Reading 
8pm. 

Debbie Dallimore, Diocesan 
Church House , tel 01865 208291 , 
<debbie.dallimore@oxford. 
anglican.org> 

Sat 25 February 

Vocations Breakfast: explore your 
vocation to lay or ordained min- 
istry, Church of the Holy Spirit, 
Camborne Ave, Bedgrove, 
Aylesbury, 8.30am-12.30pm, 
£3.50. 

Hilary Unwin , tel 01494 725228 , 
<unwin@gn.apc. org> 

Healing and Mental Health 
Sat 4 February 

Healing 8c Mental Health study 
day for those involved in pastoral 
care and prayer ministry, Revd 
Christopher MacKenna (Director, 
St Marylebone Healing 8c 
Counselling Centre), Whaddon 
Way Church, Bletchley, 

10am-4pm (bring lunch), £5. 

Alan Bird, tel 01908 373203 , 
<alan.bird@mk37js . freeserve. 
co.uk> 



Rural Ministry 
Wed 29 March 

Rural Ministry Forum to reflect on 
issues and concerns facing those 
ministering in rural areas and to 
discuss local ordained ministry, 
Abbey Guest House, Dorchester, 
10.30am (bring lunch; hot drinks 
provided). 

Revd Glyn Evans , tel 01295 
788021 , <glynpe@tiscali.co.uk> 



Oxford Diocese 
Sat 1 1 February 

Introduction to Preaching, Revd 
Peter Ballentine, Diocesan Church 
House, 10am-4pm (bring lunch), 
£15. 

Hie 14 February 

Old Testament (4 weeks), Michael 
Wilcockson, Eton College, 

7.30-9.30pm, £15. 

Hie 23 February 

1 Corinthians (5 weeks) Advanced 
course, Revd Beren Hartless, 
Diocesan Church House, 

7.30-9.30pm, £30. 

Sat 1 April 

Introduction to Ministry, Revd 
Phillip Tovey, Diocesan Church 
House, 10am-4pm, £15. 

Sheila Townsend, STEM, Diocesan 
Church House, tel 01865 208277 



Pastoral Care 

Part of an ongoing programme of 
pastoral care training run by 
Jubilee River Grouping of 
Churches in the Burnham 8c 
Slough Deanery (£5 per session 
charge to those outside deanery); 
participants will be expected to 
have done some training in active 
listening. 

9 March 

Spiritual Care of Older People 
Janet Parker 

6 April 

Working with Those with Mental 
Illness Canon Beau Stevenson 
St Andrew’s Shared Church, 
Washington Drive, Cippenham, 
Slough, 7.30-9.30pm 
Jo Saunders, 6 Aldboume Rd, 
Burnham, SL1 7NJ, 
tel 01628 663302, 
<josau@fish.co.uk> 



New Baby & Toddler Group 

Seashells, a friendly new baby 
and toddler group, opened in 
Cowley St James’ Church 
Centre, Beauchamp Lane, 
Oxford, on 10 January. All 
babies, toddlers, pre-school chil- 
dren and their carers are wel- 
come, Tuesdays 10-1 1.30am. 
Lorna Hind, tel 01865 427523, 
e-mail <lorna@hind.org.uk>. 

Organist/choirmaster (35 

years’ experience) seeks an 
appointment in your area. Wife 
is a trained verger/parish clerk. 
No remuneration required, but 
assistance with accommodation 
appreciated. Full CV and refer- 
ences available. 

Christopher Edmonds, Headley 
House, 103 Stannary Rd, 
Stenalees, St Austell, Cornwall 
PL26 8ST, tel 01726 850294. 



Services at Christ 
Church Cathedral 

Sundays: 8am Holy 
Communion; 10am Matins; 
11.15am Sung Eucharist; 
6pm Evensong 

Weekdays: 7.15am Matins; 
7.35am Holy Communion; 
6pm Evensong (Thursdays 
Sung Eucharist 6pm); 
Wednesdays only: 1 .05pm 
Holy Communion 
See <www.chch.ox.ac.uk> 



BBC RADIO OXFORD 95.2 
BBC RADIO BERKSHIRE 104.1 

Epjoy your Sunday 
Breakfast 
Sundays 6-9 am 
Local religious views, church 
news, favourite hymns 




Pilgrimage 

Ashmolean Museum, 
Beaumont Street, Oxford 
until 2 April 

From a medieval map of the 
Holy Land to miniature repres- 
entions of Mecca and illumina- 
tions of The Canterbury Tales, 
the role of pilgrimage is 
explored in Christianity, Islam, 
Judaism and the religions of 
South Asia in this first exhibi- 
tion presented by the Ashmolea 
Inter-Faith Exhibition Service. 
There is a programme of events 
connected with the exhibition. 
Free. Open Tuesdays-Saturdays 
Bank Holiday Mondays 
10am-5pm, Sundays 2-5 pm. 
Closed Mondays. Tel. 01865 
278000, 

www.ashmol.ox.ac.uk. 



The Via Dolorosa 

Christ Church Cathedral 
(North Transept) 
until 19 April 
A multi-media interpretation o 
the Stations of the Cross by 
artists of different faiths. 

Open Mondays-Saturdays 
9.30am-4.30pm, Sundays 
1-4. 30pm. 



February Prayer Diary 



compiled by Pam Gordon 



‘My soul yearns, even faints, for the 
courts of the LORD; my heart and 
my flesh cry out for the living God.’ 
Psalm 84:2. 

Let us pray to God our Father 
through Jesus Christ His Son, in the 
power of the Holy Spirit for: 

Wed 1 Burnham and Slough 
Deanery We give thanks for the 
way groupings of parishes are 
enabling new forms of mission and 
ministry. We pray for those who 
resource the needs of vacancies. 
Area dean - vacancy; synod lay 
chairman - Jo Saunders; industrial 
chaplain - yacancy; clergy - Crylle 
Deamer; licensed lay minister - 
Michael Wilcockson; licensed lay 
worker - Norman Critchell; dean- 
ery ecumenical representative - 
Alan Bignell; deaf chaplain - Roger 
Williams. 

Thu 2 Candlemas - the 
Presentation of Christ in the 
Temple Christ Church Cathedral, 
the Dean and Chapter and those 
who support their work. The min- 
istry to visitors in all churches. 
Those whose maintain churches 
and church property, including 
those with responsibility on the 
Diocesan Buildings and Glebe 
Committees. 

Fri 3 Burnham with Dropmore, 



Hitcham and Taplow (Team 
Ministry): clergy - Olivia Graham, 
Gill Lovell, Mervyn Eden, Alan 
Dibden, Tom Hewson, Rosie 
Hewson, Nick Plant. Farnham 
Royal with Hedgerley, Farnham 
Common: clergy - Graham 

Saunders, Stanley Bedwell, Gordon 
Briggs. 

Sat 4 Riverside: clergy - Peter 
Abrahams, Paul Reynolds, Simon 
Douglas Lane; licensed lay ministers 

- Alison Hassall, Beryl Walters; 
parish evangelist - Mike Miller. 

Sun 5 Fourth Sunday before 
Lent Poverty Action Sunday 

Slough: clergy - Mike Cotterell; 
licensed lay minister - Richard 
Cholawo, Jim Dashper; lay workers 

- Rebecca Gill, Wilson Gill. 

Mon 6 West Slough Team 
Ministry: clergy - John Chorlton, 
Jan Cotman, Susan Smith; licensed 
lay minister - Bob Saunders. 
Wexham: clergy - Ros Donovan. 
Hie 7 Iver: clergy - Anthony 
Williams, Brian Griffiths, Kathleen 
Wilson; licensed lay minister - Jim 
Dashper; pastoral assistant - Jan 
Rayner; youth pastor - Darren 
Quinnell. Iver Heath: clergy - Will 
Hazlewood; licensed lay minister - 
John Mitchell. 

Wed 8 Stoke Poges: clergy - Harry 
Latham. Upton-cum-Chalvey Team 



Ministry: clergy - Derek West, 
Henriet Oostra; churchwardens 
during the vacancy. 

Thu 9 Langley Marish Team 
Ministry: clergy - Bruce Russell, 
Christopher Hanson. 

Fri 10 World Day for the Sick 
Those providing centres of 
Christian healing, advice and train- 
ing for ministry to the needs of 
body, mind and spirit; diocesan 
adviser Hugh Kent. Chaplains in 
health care services and those 
attached to international relief 
work. 

Sat 11 All those clergy whose 
names have been omitted from the 
prayer diary by editorial error or 
because their details were withheld 
under the Data Protection Act or 
who have changed posts. 

Sun 12 Third Sunday before 
Lent National Marriage Week 

Especially those initiatives provid- 
ing for marriage preparation and 
enrichment; the agencies of support 
and guidance. 

Mon 13 Deddington Deanery. We 
give thanks for the fellowship and 
life within the deanery - for its 
training programme and encour- 
agement in supporting one 
another. We pray for a vision and 
means of witnessing and providing 
pastoral care in an ever growing 



population with ever more busy and 
isolated lives. Area dean - Ben 
Phillips; synod lay chairman - 
Lindsay Mills; youth worker; dean- 
ery ecumenical representative - 
Stephen Fletcher. 

Hie 14 Banbury St Francis: clergy 

- vacancy; Church Army - Chris 
Gaynor. Banbury St Hugh: clergy - 
David Jackson; licensed lay minister 

- Mary Jackson. Banbury St 
Leonard: clergy - Mark Charmley. 
Banbury St Mary: Janet Chapman, 
Neil Eldridge, Louise Adey Huish; 
licensed lay minister - Roger 
Verrall. Banbury St Paul: clergy - 
Edward Coombs; licensed lay min- 
ister - Dennis Smith; lay worker - 
Jeanette Law. 

Wed 15 Bloxham with Milcombe 
and South Newington: clergy - 
Keith Walklate, Derek Witchell. 
Bodicote: clergy - Ben Phillips, 
Brian Gardner; licensed lay minister 

- George Walker. 

Thu 16 Ironstone: clergy - Jeffrey 
Chard, Pamela Smith, David 
Addley; licensed lay minister - John 
Straw. 

Fri 17 Shire’s Edge: clergy - Pat 
Freeth, Lynda Alcock. Deddington 
with Barford, Clifton and 
Hempton: clergy - Hugh White; 
licensed lay minister and lay worker 

- John Dane. 

Sat 18 Remember today the 



Vacancy-in-See meeting to elect six 
people to go forward to the Crown 
Nominations Commission which 
chooses clergy to fill vacancies. 
Wykeham: clergy - Timothy 

Wimbush. Adderbury: clergy - 
Stephen Fletcher, Sue Newby; 
licensed lay minister - Paul Godwin. 

Sun 19 Second Sunday before 
Lent The Diocese of Kimberley 
and Kuruman and development of 
the companion relationship with 
Oxford Diocese: link coordinator - 
Nick Molony; clergy seconded there 
- Paul Cowan. 

Mon 20 Newbury Deanery. Area 
dean - Tom Moffat: associate area 
dean - J Brett; synod lay chairman - 
Chris Watts; deanery ecumenical 
representative - Moira Astin. 

Hie 21 Beedon and Peasemore 
with West Dsley and Famborough, 
and, Brightwalton with Catmore, 
Leckhampstead, Chaddleworth and 
Fawley: clergy - John Townend, 
Denise Brown, Trevor Maines. 
Wed 22 Chieveley with 
Winterbourne and Oare: John 
Toogood. Eastbury with East 
Garston: clergy - Tony 

Cumberlidge. 

Thursday 23rd Greenham: clergy - 
John Clarke, Martin Cawte, Brian 
Jones. Hermitage Team Ministry: 
clergy - Tony Lynn: licensed lay 



ministers - Richards Betts, Jol 
Davies: churchwardens during tl 
vacancies. 

Fri 24 Welford with Wickham ar 
Great Shefford, Boxford ar 
Stockcross: clergy - Nigel Sane 
Hungerford with Denford: clergy 
Andrew Sawyer. 

Sat 25 Kintbury with Avingtc 
and West Woodhay with Enborn 
Hamstead Marshall, Inkpen ar 
Combe: clergy - Julie Ramsbottor 
Ian Blyth, Charles Pakenhar 
Jonathan Meyer; Cathy Pyn 
licensed lay minister - Matthe 
Cookson. 

Sun 26 Sunday next befoi 
Lent Diocesan Finance and IC 
Department; PCC Treasurers ar 
Stewardship Recorders. Lambour 
clergy - Tony Cumberlidge; license 
lay minister - Angela Gosden. 
Mon 27 Shaw cum Donningto 
clergy - Brian Taylor; Buff Forb 
Stone. Thatcham and Dunston Pai 
LEP: clergy - Tom Moffat, Pe 
Jarvis, David Scuri; Marie 
Fontaine. 

Hie 28 Newbury Team Mimstr 
clergy - David Stone, Edwai 
Hobbs, Helen Wilkinson, Brk 
Pritchard, Bernard .Dagnall, Jol 
Wall; licensed lay ministers - Jai 
'Sutton, Elizabeth Pook; youi 
worker -Simon Comer. 
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Towards a thriving church 



Directions for the 
Anglican Communion 



bv the Rt Revd Stephen 
. Cottrell, Bishop of Reading 

THE Road to Growth is a 
book that comes at you like a 
heavy weight boxer in their 
prime, constantly jabbing, 
weaving away from your half- 
hearted attempts to avoid the 
i onslaught, and landing one 
1 excruciating punch after 
Lanother. 

It represents a refining of 
the strategies Bob Jackson 
first put forward in his widely 
read 'Hope for the Church'. 

You may not agree with it 
all, and you certainly won't 



like it all - and that doesn't 
matter - but you will be pro- 
voked and stimulated by his 
suggestions for turning the 
church around and helping us 
to grow. 

On a vision for growth he 
says this: ‘Where there is a 
coherent and credible strate- 
gy, not for managing decline 
but for defeating it, then cler- 
gy motivation and morale 
strengthen ...The focus of 
diocesan and parish life 
...needs a shift from”gather- 
ing in the share” to “growing 
the Church”. Only if the 
church is grown will the costs 



God in the lives of 



FIRST Person is a celebration 
of 100 years of people attend- 
ing worship at St Andrew’s, 
Linton Road. 

The book contains over 50 
stories exploring the lives and 
faith of real people, all mem- 
bers of the congregation. The 
‘first person’ of the title is pri- 
marily Jesus Christ, but it sug- 
gests also those who tell their 
own personal stories in rela- 
tion to him. 

This is a valuable achieve- 
ment. It is an opportunity to 
share in other people’s stories 
and gain insight and comfort 
from their experience of faith. 
It is also a hymn of praise to 
God, a thankyou to him for 
the many, varied ways he 



meets people in their everyday 
lives. And it is a true witness, 
that speaks of the authentic 
experience of ordinary, flawed, 
wounded and struggling 
human beings. 

Typical of the range of 
experiences in the book are: a 
couple whose ministry and 
direction in life had to be 
abandoned because of the ill- 
ness of their baby; a woman 
battling depression, at risk of 
losing all that is precious to 
her; who by the grace of God 
manages to hold on; and a 
moment of painful honesty 
between an adult man and his 
elderly father, leading to a 
transformed family life and a 
living faith. 



be met and the mission be 
developed”. He also points 
out that “it is more important 
to reshape and refresh the 
people than... the structures 
of the Church.’ 

This is a book for clergy 
and church leaders and mem- 
bers of ministry team to read, 
interpret and apply. You may 
feel a bit punch drunk at first 
but it bears the promise that 
we can be fighting fit and able 
to meet the challenges of 
decline. 

Because it is research based 
and not just another set of 
bright ideas - it is hard to 



ignore, and we avoid thinking 
about these things at our 
peril. 

As I say on the back cover 
blurb: there are truths, home 
truths and statistics. This is a 
book that confronts us with 
some truths about ourselves, 
and helps us imagine a new 
and different future for the 
church. 

THE ROAD TO 
GROWTH 

BOB JACKSO N 
CHURCH 
HOUSE PUB- 
LISHING 
£12.99 




Oxford Christians 



An important aspect which 
comes through the stories is 
the role of the church commu- 
nity at St Andrew’s - accept- 
ing, affirming, supporting in 
practical ways, loving, and 
discipling. The book leaves 
one with the sense that here is 
a community of real people 
with their own responses to 
situations. There is something 
very moving in their openness 
to speak of themselves the 
way they do. 

Perhaps more than ever in 
this generation, the witness of 
the church is in the lives of its 
congregations - the people 
who collectively worship the 
same Creator and Redeemer, 
and whose individual lives 



reflect a genuine ongoing rela- 
tionship with him. First 
Person is a book which may 
well inspire other church 
communities to discover the 
stories within their own con- 
gregations, and to celebrate 
God’s continuing presence in 
their lives. 

Eve Lockett , Licensed Lay 
Minister for Cumnor Parish 



From St Andrew's Bookshop, St 
Clements, Oxford, or from St Andrew's 
Church (01865 311212 for details). 




FIR ST P ERSON 

ST ANDREWS 
CHURCH LIN- 
TON RQ AP 
OXF ORD 

£5 



HERE'S a book of 23 essays 
and authors, eight of whom 
are based in the diocese of 
Oxford. 

It consists of reactions to 
the findings of the Archbishop 
of Canterbury's commission 
on communion (the 'Windsor 
report') by theologians who 
are not convinced that the 
report is taking the Church in 
the right direction. 

The essays provide a great 
variety of perspectives. To 
draw attention to just some of 
them: William Countryman 
analyses the report in terms of 
power politics; Carolyn Sharp 
demonstrates conversation 
within the Bible itself; 
Christopher Lewis argues for 
looser ties in the Communion 
on account of cultural diversi- 
ty; Thomas Breidenthal com- 
pares Anglican communion 
with marriage, so that com- 
mitment to fellowship rather 
than agreement is the basis of 
communion; Martyn Percy 
raises questions about how 
the Church deals with its 
anger; and Carter Heyward 
writes movingly to gay and 
lesbian clergy. 

I asked the diocesan regis- 
trar, John Rees, who was on 
the Windsor commission as 
legal adviser, what he thought 
of this book. He hoped that it 
would be widely read, but 
expressed three disappoint- 
ments: first, the authors (with 
a few honourable exceptions) 
had not responded to the 



Windsor commission's repeat- 
ed requests for views before 
rather than after the report 
had been written; second, 
even though the essays offered 
a range of perspectives, they 
included no African, Asian or 
South American theologians, 
leaving a rather stereotypical 
impression of Western acade- 
mia; and third, a book on the 
'future of Anglicanism' did 
not reflect on the majority sit- 
uation of Anglicans today, for 
whom poverty is a more 
pressing issue than homosex- 
uality. God, he suggested, 
might be using the Anglican 
Communion to lead 
Christianity - uncomfortably 
- to larger world concerns. If 
so, then the Windsor report 
might have a part to play. 

Perhaps, then, we might 
next look for a book with a 
more global range of perspec- 
tives. We might also hope for 
one in a dialogue style, so that 
the listening which is often 
called for, but which often 
seems lacking, is seen to be 
taking place. 

Michael Brierley, Chaplain to 
the Bishop of Oxford f with 
John Rees , Diocesan Registrar 



Gays And 
THE FUTURE OF 
Anglicanism 




GAYS & THE 
FUT UR E QF 
AN G LI CANISM 

ANDREW L I NZEY & 
RIC HA RD KIRKER 

0 BOOKS 

£17.99 



"For all your recruitment needs, reach more people than 
any other Christian publication in Oxford! 

Email us at ads@churchnewspaper.com 

We currently have more than 80 000 readers and we reach 
far into Oxfordshire, Buckinghamshire and Berkshire. 



ST ANDREW’S CHURCH, HAGBOURNE, 0X0N 

is seeking to appoint an 

ORGANIST 

or, preferably, 

ORGANIST AND CHOIRTRAINER. 

Small enthusiastic robed mixed choir, adults and children; Sunday morning 
CW Eucharist and evensong, festivals, weddings and funerals, monthly 
family service accompanied by instrumentalists, weekly choir practices. 

Two manual west end gallery EP pipe organ, 22 speaking stops, 
detached nave console, rebuilt 1984. Growing all age congregation. 

Please contact Fr Edwin Clements 
by email on: revedwin@bdnternet.com 

Tel: 01235 850267 



ORGANIST 

St Nicholas’ Church, I slip , Oxon 

Well-maintained two-manual Bevington organ 
Enthusiastic SATB choir normally monthly 

Further details from 

Christopher Lowe 

Wooster Arms, The Walk, Islip 0X5 2SD 
01865 379072 
jcblowe@tiscali.co.uk 







Ashfold School 

Dorton, Aylesbury, Bucks HP18 9NG 

(IAPS Coeducational 3-13) www.ashfoldschool.co.uk 

Required for April 2006 

RESIDENT BOARDING 
SCHOOL ASSISTANT 

To work as part of a team in our weekly Boarding 
House under the direction of the Houseparents. A 
willingness and commitment to become fully 
involved in the life of the Boarding House and own 
transport are essential. 

Good salary and accommodation provided. 

Application process and further details from 
Headmaster’s PA on 01844 238237, or katrina.hart- 
ley@ashfoldschool.co.uk 
Deadline for applications Mon 6th February. 
Interviews Mon 20th & Tue 21st February. 





ECUMENICAL PARISH OF WOLVERCOTE 
WITH SUMMERTOWN (OXFORD) 



St. Peter’s, Wolvercote and Summertown URC wish to appoint a 

Children and Family Worker 

This is a new post that will provide an exciting and challenging opportunity 
for an experienced Children’s worker to develop and encourage children’s 
activities and involvement within our churches and our Parish. 

We are looking for an enthusiastic, energetic and creative person to help 
implement and develop our vision for children’s work. This will mean supporting 
existing provision within our churches and pioneering new initiatives within the 
Parish to encourage closer involvement of children in the life of the church. 

The post will involve working directly with children and their families and 
developing links with other providers of children’s activities in the area. 

The successful applicant should have experience of working with children and 
should be a good communicator, organised, easily approachable, willing to 
work as part of a team and have a personal commitment to the Christian faith. 

The part-time post (24 hours per week) is initially funded for 3 years and is 
planned to commence as soon as possible. The successful candidate will need 
to live locally. We are able to offer a competitive salary with accommodation if 
required or an accommodation allowance. 

The post is subject to enhanced CRB disclosure. 

For a profile of the Parish, job description and application form please contact: 

Peter Bridges, 6 Haslemere Gardens, Oxford, OX2 8EL 
Telephone: 01865 558705 Email: Vivpbridge@aol.com 

The closing date for applications is: 28 February 2006 
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Adoption Diaries: part 4 

People who adopt say that it is incredibly rewarding - but you do have to 
be prepared to wait longer for those rewards with adopted children than 
you do with your own flesh and blood whom you have known since the 
second they were born. Caroline and Roger are adopters through Parents 
And Children Together, the Diocesan agency. They talk about the very spe- 
cial challenges they met: 

‘Within the first few months of Jon being with us, we came up 
against things we could never have predicted. One example (with 
huge ramifications for health and happiness for a considerable peri- 
od) was that Jon could not tell the difference between hot and cold, 
even though he was by then a schoolboy. Social workers now tell us 
that it's a common “attachment issue” - that children in care have 
previously not rated themselves terribly much and so looking after 
themselves in the most basic of ways, like dressing appropriately for 
the weather, has to be learnt. 

‘Another habit to be acquired was the sense that he had the right 
to have emotions: to recognise them and to articulate them. We still 
make the point of having a lot of bedtime conversations, even after 
two years, about how the day was. Was it an ordinary school day? 
And if so, was Jon disappointed at that? Did they do something spe- 
cial? Did that make him excited, happy, frustrated perhaps (if it was 
an unexpected change to events)? 

‘That's another thing - being spontaneous is not one of Jon's 
strengths. I suppose it comes from his years of dreaming he would 
, one day have a proper home. He is getting better at not living his 
entire life in the future, but we do have to anchor him with talking 
about the present (often quite mundane compared to his plans for 
seeing the latest Harry Potter or flying to the moon!) and help him 
answer questions about his past. Jon has, in fact, devised his own 
way of fond remembering: 'if I had my time machine here right now, 
I'd go back to the time when 

‘We've had support from a play therapist who helped us help Jon 
with the hot/cold issue and emotions and great support from both 
the PACT social worker and Jon's original social worker. It's also 
been vital to have small - or at least not too overwhelmingly large - 
groups for Jon to attend, like Junior Church, or the reunions with 
the friends we made on our adoption workshops before we chose 
him. 

‘Schooling's another thing to mention: we chose his primary 
school carefully, not just enrolling him at the most local one, and it 
has been fabulous, but I am aware that it will become more difficult 
, at secondary level. Then it'll be less easy to talk to the teachers 
about every little thing or find out about the curriculum in advance 
and head off things like requests for photos of the class when they 
were a baby. (As it happens we did get some nice photos from his 
birth grandparents, but we were just very lucky with that.) 

Life with an adopted child is never going to be a doddle, that's for 
sure! But next month we'll relate some of the real 'highs' of our 
time together so far ... 

PACT can be contacted on 0800 731 1845. 



Photo Competition: the runners-up 





‘Use your sickle now to gather the clusters of grapes from the vines of the earth, for they 
are fully ripe...’ Revelation 14: 18 



Churchill’s Christine 
Gowing opted for a photo- 
graph of grapes on a vine to 
illustrate a verse from the 
book of Revelation. 

The photos by our win- 
ner and runners-up will be 
exhibited in Christ Church 
Cathedral from 30 January 
for two weeks. The 
Cathedral warmly wel- 
comes all who would like to 
view the photographs and 
reminds parishioners in the 
diocese that they can enter 
the Cathedral free of charge 
with a special entry card 
available from their local 
church. 

If your church would be 
interested in displaying the 
photos for a short time, 
please contact Natalie 
Abbott on 01865 208 225. 



The DOOR'S competition pro- 
duced some inspiring photos 
depicting a wide range of Bible 
verses. In the December DOOR 
we published the winner and 
two of the runners-up, and here 
we reveal the final two highly 
commended photographs taken 
by members of our diocese. We 
hope that these and the other 
chosen photographs bring the 
words of the Bible verses alive 
for you. 



RON Thompson of Bracknell 
took a tranquil and atmos- 
pheric photo of a boat on 
Lake Garda, Italy. The scene 
is reminiscent of the boats on 
the sea of Galilee and our 
judges felt it illustrates the 
words of the Psalmist beauti- 
fully. 



‘Be still, and know that I am God.’ Psalm 46: 10 



BCP services hard to find? 




The Prayer Book Society exists to 
promote the worship and doctrine 
of the Book of Common Prayer. 

Contact 0118 9S8 0377 
gpwild@ btconnect.com 
or visit www.prayerbook.org.uk 



TAYLORS 

(OF OXFORD) 

ROBEMAKERS 

AND ACCESSORIES 
Clerical, Academic, Legal Wear 
and Robemakers 
109 COWLEY ROAD 
OXFORD 0X4 1HU 
TEL & FAX: (01865) 722022 

• Cassocks • Collars • Surplices and 
Cottas • Albs • Stocks • Vergers and 
Preaching Gowns • Preaching Scarves 
• Stoles • Hoods • Girdles and 
Cinctures • Shirts and much more 
ACADEMIC • LEGAL • CIVIC • ECCLESIASTICAL 



‘When you send forth your 
spirit, they are created; and 
you renew the face of the 
ground ’ Psalm 104-30 

On the second Sunday before 
Lent (19 February this year), 
the Scripture readings in church 
are traditionally about the cre- 
ation. This year they include 
several direct or indirect refer- 
ences to the role of 'Wisdom', 
or 'the Word', or Jesus the Son 
of God, in that magnificent 
process (see the readings from 
Proverbs, Colossians and John, 
as well as the set psalm, from 
which the words above are 
taken). That God is the source 
of everything that exists is the 
most fundamental thing that a 
human being can know, 
because it changes and chal- 
lenges the very way we think of 
ourselves, our destiny and pur- 
pose, and the environment in 
which we live. The universe is 
not the product of chance or 
the sheer passage of time, but 




by David Winter 



THOUGHT FOR 
THE MONTH 



because in wisdom our Creator- 
God willed it to be. It, and we, 
are not accidents! 

That profound faith state- 
ment determines the nature of 
our relationship with God. 
Because he made us, he has 
rights over us, yet the Bible 
makes it clear that we are more, 
much more, than simply objects 
brought into being for his 
pleasure or gratification. In 
Psalm 100 the writer speaks of 
God as our Creator ('it is he 
who has made us') in the same 



Canon David Winter is a former 
Diocesan Director of Evangelism, a 
broadcaster and author of many 
books including Message for the 
MMeimiuni (BRF). 



sentence as he says that we are 
the 'sheep of his pasture' (v.3). 
Our Creator is also our 
Shepherd, the one who cares 
for us and on whom we con- 
stantly depend. 

This year's readings, howev- 
er, concentrate on the wisdom 
of the Creator. Over against 
the utter complexity of the cre- 
ation, a complexity that some- 
times blows our minds or even 
threatens our faith, we can 
place the infinite wisdom that 
lies behind it all. For the believ- 
er; the universe is not purpose- 
less or random, but speaks of 
the wisdom, order and beauty 
of its Creator. It may seem 
bewildering, vast, overwhelm- 
ing to us, but to the one who 
brought it into being and con- 
stantly renews it, the creation 
itself 'echoes the silent music of 
his praise' (as our liturgy so 
beautifully puts it). The greater 
the creation, the greater its 
Creator! 




Stained Glass Studio 




STAINED GLASS ARTISTS 
AND CRAFTSMEN 



Traditional leaded lights made and repaired. 
Specialists in reproduction of hand painted and 
decorative glass for windows and doors. 
Ecclesiastical and Residential 




3 Malthouse Lane, Reading RG1 7JA 
Tel: 0118 956 8534 Fax: 0118 957 5865 

By appointment only 
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